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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Brighton. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1955. 

In  my  first  annual  report  in  1951  I referred  to  the  necessity  of  comparing 
the  statistics  of  the  Annual  Report  with  those  of  other  years.  Special  attention 
was  drawn  to  the  Infant  Mortality  rate.  The  report  continued:  “For  the  first 
time  since  records  have  been  kept  the  average  Infant  Mortality  rate  for  the 
whole  country  has  been  less  than  thirty  per  thousand  live  births.  It  is  with 
regret  that  I have  to  report  that  the  Brighton  figure  is  thirty-three  deaths  per 
thousand  live  births.  Reduced  to  the  simplest  figure,  this  means  that  for 
every  ten  infants  dying  elsewhere  eleven  Brighton  infants  died.  This  situation 
must  be  watched  with  the  greatest  attention  and  the  average  death  rate  over 
the  next  five  years  must  be  contrasted  with  the  national  average  for  that  period. 
This  is  all  the  more  important  as  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  held  to  be  a key 
figure  in  assessing  the  efficiency  of  the  Public  Health  Service.” 

I have  to  report  that  this  year,  1955,  the  infantile  mortality  rate  for  Brighton 
is  seventeen  compared  with  a national  average  of  just  under  twenty-five 
deaths  per  thousand  live  births.  This  is  the  lowest  figure  on  record  and  just 
over  half  that  of  1951.  There  is  no  cause  for  complacency.  The  average  figure 
for  the  coming  years  must  be  observed  with  the  same  vigilance. 

During  1955,  1,986  children  were  born  in  the  town.  No  mother  died  in 
childbirth. 

The  condition  of  the  town  with  regard  to  infectious  disease  remained  satis- 
factor3^  throughout  the  year  except  for  the  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  in  Septem- 
ber 1955.  A special  report  on  this  episode  is  submitted  as  an  appendix. 

Proposals  for  the  improvement  in  services  for  the  care  of  old  people  were 
submitted  in  a joint  report  by  your  Medical  Officer  and  by  the  Director  of 
Welfare  Services.  Suggested  Health  Department  improvements  included: 
Extension  of  Domestic  Help  Service, 

Extension  of  Night  Service, 

Repair  and  decoration  of  dwellings. 

Special  accommodation  for  cases  of  senile  dementia. 

Provision  of  a chiropody  service. 

Increased  provision  for  nursing  and  similar  appliances. 

Further  provision  for  recuperative  holidays. 

Laundry  Services. 

In  addition  to  the  above  measures  the  Health  Committee  have  approved  an 
increase  in  the  establishment  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses  whereby  the  equivalent 
of  five  whole-time  State  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurses  will  be  added  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  necessary  attention  to  old  persons  in  their  own  homes. 

The  Welfare  Service  Department  suggested  the  following  improvements: 
Wardens  Service, 

Extension  of  Meals  Service, 

Extension  of  Residential  Accommodation, 

Augmentation  of  staff  and  transport  for  the  Welfare  Department. 
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A judicious  and  balanced  use  of  adequate  services  in  the  home  and  the 
provision  of  sufficient  residential  accommodation  where  necessary  is  the 
solution  to  the  problem.  If  one  service  is  inadequate  then  a disproportionate 
burden  will  fall  upon  the  others.  This  is  now  happening.  For  reasons  beyond 
the  control  of  the  Council  there  is  an  acknowledged  shortage  of  residential 
accommodation  for  the  aged.  In  consequence  those  who  should  be  in  residential 
accommodation  are  left  waiting  in  unsuitable  home  surroundings.  To  alleviate 
their  condition  extra  home  help  has  to  be  provided.  As  a result  the  demands 
on  the  Domestic  Help  Service  are  excessive.  In  terms  of  finance  it  means 
that  until  a sufficient  number  of  extra  beds,  estimated  at  between  400  and 
500,  can  be  provided  in  the  Borough,  the  expenditure  deemed  necessary  for 
this  essential  residential  accommodation  will  have  to  be  diverted  to  expanding 
the  domiciliary  services,  particularly  Domestic  Help,  if  the  needs  of  the  aged 
are  to  be  met. 

No  mention  of  work  among  the  aged  can  be  made  without  referring  to  the 
excellent  work  of  the  Old  Persons’  Health  Visitor.  Since  her  transfer  to  this 
duty  Mrs.  Strickland  has  shewed  a combination  of  understanding  and  devotion 
to  her  work  which  reflects  further  credit  on  the  health  visiting  staff,  the  import- 
ance of  whose  work  is  demonstrated  earlier  in  this  report  in  the  contribution 
they  have  made  to  the  reduced  infant  mortality  rate. 

Acknowledgement 

I wish  to  acknowledge  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  staff  during  the  i 
year  and  also  the  help  of  the  heads  of  the  various  sections  in  preparing  this  ' 
report.  I mention  also  the  helpful  collaboration  of  my  fellow  Chief  Officers 
in  the  Municipal  Service,  in  particular  the  Town  Clerk. 

In  expressing  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  received  from  the  following, 

I am  conscious  of  the  help  of  many  others  who  may  not  be  mentioned. 

The  General  Medical  Practitioners  of  Brighton, 

The  staffs  of  the  local  Hospitals, 

Mr.  Dawes,  Secretary  of  the  Brighton  and  Lewes  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee, 

Mr.  Holden,  Secretary  of  the  Brighton  Executive  Council, 

Dr.  Jameson,  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Brighton,  i 
The  local  Press. 

I cannot  conclude  without  thanking  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  i 
Councillor  G.B.  Baldwin,  for  his  advice  and  encouragement  and  the  members  : 
of  their  continuing  interest  and  support  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  Parker,  ’ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  i 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  in  Brighton,  1951-1955 
compared  with  the  National  Average 


The  diagram  shows  the  number  per  1,000  live  births 


33 


BRIGHTON 


I [ ENGLAND  & WALES 


1951 


1952  1953 


1954  1955 


5 

CONTENTS 

PAGE 

Ambulance  Service  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Care  OF  Mothers  AND  Young  Children  ...  ...  17 — 21 

Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics  ...  ...  18 

Contraceptive  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Day  Nursery  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Dental  Care  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 — 20 

Home  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  ...  ...  ...  18 

Welfare  Foods  Distribution  ...  ...  ...  21 

Disinfection  AND  Disinfestation  ...  ...  11  and  35 

Domestic  Help  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 — 24 

Home  Nursing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Infant  Mortality  Table  ...  ...  ...  25 

Infectious  Disease  AND  Epidemiology  ...  ...  10 — 11 

Mental  Health  Service  ...  ...  ...  28 — 32 

Midwifery  Service  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

National  Assistance  Act — Aged  persons,  etc.  ...  13—15 

Notifiable  Diseases:  Table  ...  ...  ...  9 

Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Orthopaedic  Treatment  (School  Health  Section, 
page  12) 

Prevention  of  Illness  Care  and  After  Care:  26 — 28 

Tuberculosis — Assistance  from  Hedgcock  Bequest  28 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  ...  ...  27 

Chest  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  26 

Convalescence  ...  ...  ...  27 

Mass  Radiography  ...  ...  27 

Occupational  therapy  ...  ...  27 

Notification  of  cases  ...  ...  26 

Travelling  assistance  ...  ...  27 

Other  diseases — Convalescence  ...  ...  27 

Problem  Families  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Sanitary  Administration:  ...  ...  ...  33 — 42 

Abattoir  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Diseases  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  41—42 

Factories,  Workplaces  and  Shops  ...  ...  35 — 36 

Food  and  Drugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 — 38 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  ...  ...  ...  41 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  ...  ...  ...  35 

Sanitary  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 — 34 

Vermin  Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  35 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  ...  ...  ...  12 

Vital  AND  General  Statistics  ...  ...  ...  8 

Water  Supplies...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 — 33 

Appendices: 

I Outbreaks  of  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  42 

1 1 Ambulance  Service  Statistics  48 


(Report  on  School  Health  work  follows  page  51) 


'■  '■•  '■  ' ■ 


- ,I'J  <ir‘ J 


'f  ■ij-irW:.\f  k^-  ^ ^'<4^'  . * 

".;''V  - V’'* 

"’'^4 


\-.mF 
■J'lC 


... 

' -'uu  ’ ‘:UK  , 

.j  -r/.’'- <1^;-  .r,  :>y-i^>i»  . ■ •'  :■■ 


''  hJ>  •:^''al'^lfOJ> 


‘;{>v 

'•«:  '’AV^toC 


-'■a:::  ■ ^ ■ ' ■ . X,.:  ■'•’ 

■ - , ^ .''  ::  - ai^^-i  . -,  ■•'.'A' 


■'  ■■''■  T‘y.^Mfri^  ;;- ; • ■ »p.';a«a  ...'-iT 

X'  A - : |X':  ''X^'  ': 


'v  \ X ''  '"'4'X(  4 .-  A ' ' ki-'!^ 

, ,;  'K-n'i  ■ • ^’X/1  ’ 

^ ..' . , 5 K j i,^,H  i *r^  o ^ • - X..1 ;» > ['  . 

‘Xi.  >.-■  ^ 'T^  .,At,  ' 


'vf^S  ^ •■'  ■'•  .'V- 

^ ,-,  AX-f-.-T-' ■■  ;-;.'T 

.'''.x:4S 


. .,  .'  ' ' .'v>l  ■ ■ 


7 

MEMBERS  OF  COMMITTEES  ON  31st  DECEMBER,  1955 
Health  Committee: 


His  Worship  THE  MAYOR 
(Alderman  J.  A.  T.  Leak) 

Alderman  W.  G.  DUDENEY 
„ C.  W.  NEWMAN 

Councillor  G.  B.  BALDWIN 

(Chairman) 

„ Mrs.  A.  H.  BEVIS 
A.  W.  BRIGGS 
P.  H.  BUXTON 
„ W.  J.  C.  CLARKE 
„ Mrs.  V.  G.  HARMER 
„ J.  J.  LOUGHRAN 

Health  Services 

His  Worship  THE  MAYOR 
(Alderman  Leak) 

Alderman  DUDENEY 
Councillor  BALDWIN  (Chairman) 

„ Mrs.  BEVIS 


Councillor  H.  NETTLETON 

(Chairman,  Housing  Committee) 

W.  R.  NEWMAN 
„ G.  E.  STYLES 

Miss  E.  HYSLOP 

Mr.  C.  C.  TITCOMB 

Mr.  T.  REES  MORGAN 

Dr.  L.  J.  BEYNON 

Dr.  D.  ARCHDALE-SMITH 

Mr.  H.  RAYNER 


Sub- Committee: 

Councillor  BRIGGS 
„ BUXTON 

Mrs.  HARMER 
Dr.  BEYNON 
Miss  HYSLOP 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Sub- Committee: 


His  Worship  THE  MAYOR 
(Alderman  Leak) 
Councillor  BALDWIN 
„ Mrs.  BEVIS 
BRIGGS 


Councillor  BUXTON 

Mrs.  HARMER 
LOUGHRAN 
Dr.  BEYNON 
Miss  HYSLOP 


Home  Nursing  Sub- Committee: 


His  Worship  THE  MAYOR 
(Alderman  Leak) 
Councillor  BALDWIN  (Chairman) 
„ Mrs.  BEVIS 

„ Mrs.  HARMER 

BRIGGS 


Councillor  LOUGHRAN 
Miss  HYSLOP 
Mr.  THYER 
Mrs.  AUSTIN  SMITH 
Miss  WATTS 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

W.  S.  PARKER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.I.H.,  D.P.H.,  F.R.S.H..  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

I.  D.  M.  NELSON,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
ROSA  MORRISON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare. 

BERYL  P.  EADIE,f  B.Sc.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare. 

HILARY  MURDOCH,!  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  C.P.H.,  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

G.  H.  C.  WALMSLEY,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Chest  Physician. 

R.  F.  WRIGHT,+  B.Sc.,  A.R.C.S.,  F.R.I.C.,  Public  Analyst. 

S.  GOURLEY,!  M.R.C.V.S.,  Veterinary  Officer. 

R.  S.  CROSS,*  F.R.S.H.,  F.S.I.A.,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Miss  E.  PATTERSON,  R.S.C.N.,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V.Cert.,  Superintendent  Health 
Visitor. 

T.  RASMUSSEN,  Executive  Officer  Mental  Health  Service. 

A.  J.  SUMPTER,  Chief  Ambulance  Officer. 

Miss  M.  I.  HUMPHERSON,  Domestic  Help  Supervisor. 

Miss  B.  E.  DAWSON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  Matron  Day  Nursery. 

R L.  5COTOW,*  Superintendent  of  Public  Abattoir. 

R.  W GRUTCHFIELD,*  Chief  Clerk. 

♦ Holds  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Societyfor  the  Promotion  of  Health 
t Part-time. 


8 

VITAL  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1955 


Home  population,  mid-year  (Registrar-General’s  estimated  figure) 
Area  (in  acres) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  31st  December  (rate  books) 


158,600 

14,613 

47,269 


Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

Marriages,  1,265.  Rate  per  1,000  population,  7-98 

...  ;^2, 184,844 

;^8,788 

Live  births: 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Males  Females  Total 

915  918  1833 

75  78  153 

Birth  rate 
per  1,000 
population 

Adjusted  birth 

rate 

990  996  1986 

12-52 

13-27 

Area  comparability  factor  (births) 

1-06 

Rate  per  1,000 
(live  and  still) 
births 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

Still  births 

34 

• 17 

0-21 

Crude  rate  per 

1 ,000  population 

Adjusted 

rate 

Deaths 

2.293 

14-45 

11-13 

Area  comparability  factor  (deaths) 

0-77 

Childbirth  deaths: 

Puerperal  infections  ... 
Others 


Rate  per  1,000 
adjusted  (live 
and  still)  births 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year: 

adjusted  live 
births 

Legitimate  ... 

28 

15 

Illegitimate 

6 

39 

34 

17 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

438 

,,  ,,  measles  (all  ages)  ... 

1 

, ,,  -whooping  cough  (all  ages)  ... 

.,  ..  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

:::  :::  ::: 

diphtheria  (all  a?es) 

— 

Diseases  Notified  during  the  Year  1955 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  EPIDEMIOLOGY 


As  seen  from  the  table  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  apart  from 
measles  was  low. 

It  will  be  noted  there  were  three  deaths  during  the  year.  All  were  infants 
and  all  occurred  in  hospital.  One  infant  aged  11  months  died  in  Foredown 
Isolation  Hospital  of  broncho-pneumonia  and  convulsions  following  measles. 
The  other  two  died  in  the  Royal  Alexandra  Children’s  Hospital:  one  was  6 
months  old,  the  certified  cause  of  death  was  meningococcal  septicaemia  and 
the  other  was  20  months  old  and  died  of  meningococcal  meningitis. 

These  two  cases  of  meningococcal  infection  were  not  notified  to  this  depart- 
ment. They  bring  the  total  of  known  cases  of  this  infection  to  4 for  the  year. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  SPECIFIC  INFECTIONS 


Food  Poisoning 

150  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  or  Suspected  Food  Poisoning  were  notified 
during  the  year.  The  table  of  diseases  notified  on  page  9 shows  the  corrected 
figure  of  75.  There  are  two  reasons  for  this  discrepancy.  In  a year  when  the 
incidence  of  dysentery  is  low,  cases  of  diarrhoea  with  or  without  vomiting 
are  called  Suspected  Food  Poisoning.  The  second  reason  is  that  a close  check 
was  kept  during  the  year  and  no  cases  were  called  food  poisoning  or  corrected 
unless  there  were  either  related  cases  in  the  same  household,  a strong  suspicion 
about  some  particular  food,  or  a Food  Poisoning  organism  was  isolated. 

The  75  cases  shown  are  made  up  as  follows: — 


Salmonella  typhi-murium  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Salmonella  Bovis  morbifications  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Salmonella  Napoli  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Salmonella  Newport  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Agents  not  identified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


75 

The  four  cases  of  Salmonella  Newport  involved  one  family,  the  youngest 
member  of  which  was  a nine-year-old  who  was  seriously  ill  in  hospital.  There 
was  a strong  suspicion  of  mussels  in  this  outbreak.  These  were  gathered  on  a 
beach  near  the  town  and  all  the  family  partook  of  the  meal.  No  other  cases 
were  reported  or  recorded  at  the  same  time. 

The  Salmonella  Napoli  infection  was  contracted  by  a local  resident  while 
on  holiday  in  Italy.  The  illness  developed  on  the  way  home. 

M easles 

The  behaviour  of  this  infection  was  as  expected  with  a high  incidence  and 
the  usual  emphasis  in  the  lower  age  groups.  Over  the  past  five  years  there 
have  been  three  deaths  from  measles,  all  occurring  in  infancy.  Although  there 
is  not  the  mortality  of  days  gone  by,  there  is  a tendency  in  the  public  mind 
to  think  that  the  disease  is  not  serious  and  must  be  the  inevitable  fate  of  all 
children.  This  is  much  too  light  in  view  of  the  condition. 

Meningococcal  Infection 

There  have  been  seven  cases  of  this  infection  in  the  area  in  the  past  two 
years  with  three  deaths  in  infancy.  In  1954  there  was  a death  in  an  infant 
aged  15  months.  I have  mentioned  above  two  deaths  this  year.  All  the  cases 
were  again  sporadic.  No  connection  could  be  established  between  them. 
My  investigations  were  hindered  by  the  lack  of  notification  by  the  hospital. 
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Paratyphoid  Infection 

Eleven  cases  were  notified.  Nine  of  these  occurred  in  an  outbreak  in  June. 
Of  these  nine  cases  seven  were  sent  to  hospital.  The  first  case  occurred  on  the 
4th  June,  the  ninth  on  the  20th  June.  After  intensive  investigation  and  enquiry- 
no  source  of  infection  was  found. 

Two  sporadic  cases  occurred,  one  in  August  and  one  in  December.  Both 
were  children  under  2J  years. 


Poliomyelitis 

Forty  three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  those  confirmed  and 
apart  from  the  thirty  two  cases  mentioned  elsewhere  (Appendix  I)  in  this 
report  as  the  “Coldean  Epidemic”  and  two  sporadic  cases,  the  others  were 
diagnosed  in  Brighton  hospitals  after  admission  from  outside  the  Borough. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Two  linked  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  occurred  in  the  Brighton  General 
Hospital  in  April,  1955.  This  small  but  interesting  outbreak  was  folio  wed-up 
in  collaboration  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


Typh oid  I n fection 

One  case  was  notified  and  another  found  on  investigation.  The  former  was  a 
fifteen-year-old  girl  who  was  removed  to  Foredown  Isolation  Hospital.  It 
would  appear  on  investigation  that  the  source  of  infection  may  have  been  a 
Continental  visitor  who  had  stayed  in  the  patient’s  house.  He  had  mentioned 
that  there  had  been  intestinal  infection  in  his  family. 

In  November  there  was  an  enquiry  from  another  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
about  the  possibility  of  a visitor  in  his  area  from  Brighton  having  acquired 
infection  here.  Investigation  revealed  a healthy,  symptomless  typhoid  carrier 
who  had  lived  in  the  patient’s  home  for  years  and  who  gave  a history  of  typhoid 
fever  in  India  30  years  previously. 


Whooping  Cough 

For  the  first  time  in  five  years  the  incidence  of  whooping  cough  has  shown  an 
appreciable  fall.  The  number  of  notified  cases  was  below  the  hundred  figure  in 
the  age  group  1 — 3 years  and  3 — 5 years. 


Venereal  Disease 


New  local  cases  treated  at  the  Brighton  V.D.  Treatment  Centre  during  1955 
were  as  follows: 


M.  F. 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  10  5 

Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  39  5 


49  10 

Conditions  other  than  V.D.  172  56 


Verminous  Cases 

Verminous  cases  cleansed  numbered  337,  as  follows: 


Cleansing  Centre 

Adults 

11 

Children 

7 

Total 

18 

Welfare  Services  premises  ... 

5 

- 

5 

School  Clinic  Annexe 

...  - 

314 

314 

Other  cases  cleansed 

20 

- 

20 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination 


Record  cards  were  received  for  1,317  persons  as  follows: 


Under  1 year 

1-4  3^ears 

5-1 

4 years 

Total  under 

15  years 

1 5 years 
and 

over 

No. 

Percent- 

age 

No. 

Percent- 

age 

No. 

Percent- 

age 

No. 

Percent- 

age 

Primary  . , . 328 

Re-vaccination  — 

16-82 

403 

13 

5-07 

0-16 

44 

66 

0-21 

0-31 

775  : 
79  ' 

' 2-48 

[ 0-25 

46 

496 

Immunisation  (including  combined  diphtheria/ whooping  cough) 

Under  5 years  5-14  years  Total  under  15  years 

Combined  Diphtheria  Combined  Diphtheria  Combined  Diphtheria 

Primary  only  only  only 

By  Council’s 

Medical  Officers  471  88  46  301  517  389 

By  General  Medical 

Practitioners  543  59  41  2 602  43 

1014 

147 

87  303 

1119  432 

Reinforcing 

By  Council’s 

Medical  Officers 

133 

1897 

2030 

B^^  General  Medical 
Practitioners 

76 

114 

190 

209 

2011 

2220 

Percentage 

immunised  against 
diphtheria  during  year 

13-84 

11-27 

12‘09 

In  addition  during  the  year  68  children  received  one  injection  but  did  not 
complete  the  course. 


When  a child  is  three  months  old  a circular  on  vaccination  and  immunisation 
is  sent  to  the  parents.  The  Health  Visitors  visit  those  cases  where  the  child 
has  not  been  immunised  against  diptheria:  (1)  when  about  11  months  old, 
and  (2)  between  the  ages  of  13  and  15  months. 

Children  are  immunised  at  the  15  Infant  Welfare  Centres  sessions  and, 
in  addition,  a session  for  school  children  is  held  once  a week  at  the  School 
Clinic. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SCHEME 

Applicants  are  assessed  as  to  contributions  towards  cost  on  a fixed  scale. 
Acute  cases  normally  receive  priority  over  chronic  cases.  Those  found  ineligible 
to  receive  the  services  of  a helper  either  had  relatives,  or  other  persons  avail- 
able, or  no  medical  reasons  for  help  existed. 


Helpers  (employed  on  hourly  basis)  at  end  of  year  . . . 

73 

Hours  worked  by  helpers 

...  70,155 

Applications  for  assistance  received  ... 

1,135 

M atemity  cases  given  help 

209 

Acute  .sickness  cases  given  help 

184 

Chronic  sickne.ss  cases  given  help 

49 

Old  age  pensioners  (not  included  above)  given  help 

284 

Tuberculosis  cases  given  help  ... 

23 

Total  number  of  cases  dealt  with 

749 

(Included  in  the  above  figures  are  95  cases  brought  forward  from  1954). 
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NURSING  HOMES 


The  number  of  nursing  homes  on  the  register  on  31st  December,  1955,  was 
as  follows:  Maternity  homes,  nil;  other  homes,  16;  combined  maternity  and 
other  homes,  3. 

All  the  occupied  homes  were  visited  during  the  year.  The  19  on  the  register 
contained  7 beds  for  maternity  cases  and  268  beds  for  other  cases. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948-1951 
AGED  PERSONS 


Section  47 

After  application  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Magistrates  for  an 
order  for  compulsory  removal  in  their  own  interest,  eleven  persons,  nine 
women  and  two  men,  were  removed  to  suitable  accommodation.  The  following 
are  brief  notes  on  the  circumstances. 

Mrs.  A, 

Aged  70  plus. 

Living  with  son,  aged  40  years,  who  was  incapable  of  caring  for  her,  or 
dealing  with  their  affairs,  and  who  was  known  to  the  Mental  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

Mother  and  son  terrified  of  the  prospect  of  separation : therefore  not  co- 
operative and  very  suspicious  of  all  officials.  Mrs.  A.  suffering  from  malnu- 
trition and  anaemia. 

Living  in  very  dirty,  squalid  home. 

Domiciliary  services  supplied,  but  old  lady’s  condition  deteriorated. 

Removed  to  Hospital  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  after  12  months’ 
care  in  her  own  home,  and  died  one  month  later. 

Mrs.  B. 

Old  lady  aged  89  years.  Very  eccentric,  stone  deaf,  some  degree  of  mental 
confusion,  unable  to  use  hearing  aid,  although  she  had  been  supplied  with  one. 

Living  alone  in  two  roomed  flat,  care  given  by  aged  relative  from  the  West 
Country,  who  visited  every  few  months  to  clear  up  Mrs.  B’s  affairs,  finances, 
etc.,  which  became  muddled,  and  also  to  pay  up  arrears  of  rent,  although  small 
private  income  available. 

Private  domestic  help  going  in  daily  and  preparing  meals.  Old  lady  not 
willing  to  consider  moving  into  other  accommodation  or  Home,  and  unable 
to  manage  her  affairs,  unco-operative  and  very  hostile  at  times.  Appeared 
to  be  suffering  from  malnutrition,  was  neglected  and  dirty. 

Sister  and  private  help  became  unable  to  contend  with  the  many  difficulties. 
Home  Help  was  refused,  Meals-on- Wheels  supplied  and  other  arrangements 
made  for  meals,  mental  confusion  increased,  Police  were  called  in  twice  owing 
to  the  old  lady  locking  herself  in  and  losing  key. 

Removed  after  a few  weeks  to  Welfare  Home,  where  she  has  now  settled 
down  quite  happily. 

Mrs.  C. 

Aged  91  years. 

Living  alone  in  small  cottage,  very  dirty  and  neglected,  bedding  filthy, 
suffering  from  malnutrition  and  lack  of  care.  Unable  to  move  about  very 
much. 

Domiciliary  services  provided. 
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Became  confused,  squandered  pension  and  was  removed  to  Welfare  Home 
after  3 months.  Condition  deteriorated,  two  weeks  later  removed  to  Hospital 
and  died  4 weeks  later. 

Miss  D. 

Old  lady  aged  76  years,  known  to  Health  and  Welfare  Departments  for 
years.  On  priority  list  for  a Welfare  Home. 

Living  in  squalid  and  filthy  surroundings  in  a 2-roomed  flat,  unable  to 
keep  herself  and  her  home  clean.  Became  confused  for  periods,  probably 
aggravated  by  lack  of  balanced  diet.  Kept  two  cats  and  a dog.  Brother 
anxious  to  help,  but  she  would  not  co-operate. 

Removed  to  Geriatric  Unit  of  Hospital.  Home  cleaned,  re-decorated, 
re-furnished  by  relatives;  after  six  weeks  was  returned  home. 

Domiciliar}/^  services  were  provided  including  visits  to  Cleansing  Centre 
for  baths,  and  were  accepted  and  rejected  intermittently.  Clothes  and  bedding 
were  lost,  or  given  away. 

Under  close  observation  for  five  months,  and  finally  was  removed  to  Welfare 
accommodation,  and  has  settled  down  quite  well.  She  is  clean  and  fairly 
active. 

Miss  E. 

Old  lady  aged  84  years:  very  dominant  and  independent  in  character. 
Living  alone,  partially  sighted  and  suffering  from  malnutrition  and  lack  of 
care.  Was  in  grave  danger  of  fire  being  in  the  habit  of  sprinkling  paraffin  on 
the  fire  to  make  it  go. 

Domiciliary  services  were  provided,  home  re-decorated,  but  in  the  same 
condition  after  about  six  weeks.  Miss  E.  was  most  difficult  and  would  not 
accept  any  services  provided. 

Deteriorated,  and  after  thirteen  months  was  removed  to  Welfare  accom- 
modation; removed  to  Hospital  one  week  later.  Returned  to  Welfare  Home 
after  a few  months  and  has  settled  down. 

Mrs.  F. 

Aged  75  years. 

Living  alone  on  ground  floor.  No  glass  in  windows;  only  light  by  means  of 
candle:  rooms  in  complete  darkness  as  windows  boarded  up  with  paper  and 
wood. 

No  food  in  the  home. 

Old  lady’s  mental  condition  rather  poor,  inadequate  clothing,  no  shoes, 
dirty  and  neglected,  although  still  mobile,  and  stating  that  she  went  to  cafes 
for  food. 

Filthy  habits  and  threatening  a nuisance  to  neighbours. 

Removed  under  Section  47  to  Welfare  accommodation;  is  well  and  fairly 
active. 

Mrs.  G. 

Old  lady  aged  81  years,  living  alone  in  basement  flat.  Found  by  Police, 
with  broken  thigh  bonU  Was  sitting  in  the  passage  on  a chair,  trying  to  sweep 

up- 

Refused  Hospital  treatment.  Was  provided  with  nursing  and  other  services 
in  the  home,  but  nece.ssity  for  Hospital  treatment  became  urgent.  Removed 
to  same  and  died  a week  later. 

Mrs.  If. 

An  (4d  lady  aged  88  years,  living  with  sister,  aged  84,  who  was  crippled  with 
arthritis  anrl  deaf. 

Mrs.  H.  fell  and  fractured  her  leg;  was  discovered  by  neighbour  after  two 
days;  younger  sister  bedridden  and  unable  to  get  help.  Both  refused  Hospital 
treatment  and  domiciliary  services  were  provided  in  the  home. 
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Younger  sister  died  a few  days  later;  Mrs.  H.  required  urgent  Hospital 
treatment  to  which  she  would  not  agree.  Was  removed  to  Hospital  and  died 
at  the  end  of  a week. 

Mr.  L 

Aged  85  years.  Retired  clergyman. 

Living  alone,  in  furnished  bed  sitting  room,  found  by  Police  after  collapsing 
in  room.  Confused,  but  refusing  medical  treatment.  No  food  and  danger  of 
fire  from  electric  radiator. 

Removed  to  Hospital.  Received  treatment  and  after  four  months,  dis- 
charged . 

Lived  in  private  boarding  house. 

Five  months  later,  returned  to  Hospital  and  died. 

Mrs.  J. 

Old  lady  aged  80  years,  living  alone  in  basement  flat.  Partially  sighted, 
very  frail,  sometimes  confused.  Became  known  to  Health  Department  owing 
to  loss  of  pension  book. 

Found  to  be  living  in  verminous,  dirty,  squalid  and  very  dark  surroundings. 
Was  neglected  and  suffering  from  malnutrition,  pension  collected  but  never 
spent.  This  was  hoarded  in  shopping  bag,  to  the  extent  of  five  hundred  pounds. 
Relatives  unable  to  assist. 

Mrs.  J.  reluctantly  accepted  domiciliary  services,  but  many  futile  visits 
were  made,  when  the  old  lady  was  in  unco-operative  and  hostile  mood. 

After  six  weeks  of  close  supervision,  conditions  deteriorated.  Was  found 
with  clothes  smouldering,  and  gas  left  on.  Was  unconscious,  but  recovered 
and  was  removed  to  Hospital  and  from  there  to  Welfare  accommodation. 
Is  now  back  in  Hospital  again. 

Mr.  K. 

Aged  79  years. 

Living  alone,  in  4-roomed  house.  Found  in  extreme  state  of  heart  failure. 
Urgent  Hospital  treatment  required  but  old  man  not  willing  to  leave  his 
home. 

Remo^’ed  to  Brighton  General  Hospital  where  he  died. 

INCIDENCE  OF  BLINDNESS 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Spanswick,  Director  of  Welfare  Services,  for  the 
following  information: 


A.  Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons 


(i)  Xumber  of  cases  registered 
during  the  year  in  respect 
of  which  para.  7 (c)  of  Forms 
B.D.8  recommends: 

(а)  Xo  treatment  ... 

(б)  Treatment  (medical, 
surgical  or  optical) 

Cause  of 

Disability 

Cataract 

Glaucoma 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia 

Others 

17 

11 

4 

i 2 

- 

23 

20 

(ii)  X'umber  of  cases  at  (i)  (6) 
above  which  on  follow-up 
action  have  received 
treatment  ... 

j 

2 

2 

- 

20 

16 

In  Table  A the  figures  given  relate  to  the  primary  ocular  disease  given 
on  each  B.D.8  form,  but  in 

(i)  [a)  Complications  and  sequela  are  given  in  19  cases  as  cataract  7 
and  others  12. 

[h)  Complications  and  sequela  in  9 cases — 3 cataract,  1 glaucoma 
and  5 others. 

Of  the  33  cases  in  (i)  (h)  22  were  patients  at  an  eye  hospital  before  registration 
and  20  continue  to  attend.  Two  others  attend  as  recommended  and  three 
persons  are  receiving  treatment  from  their  own  doctors.  One  person  completed 
the  optical  treatment  recommended;  one  had  a cataract  operation  and  is  now 
awaiting  glasses.  In  six  of  the  cases  where  there  had  been  no  previous  attend- 
ance at  an  eye  hospital  the  recommendation  of  surgical  treatment  is  queried 
by  the  ophthalmic  surgeon  in  view  of  the  general  condition  of  the  persons 
concerned. 

One  person  blinded  by  glaucoma  had  received  no  previous  treatment. 

The  number  of  Forms  B.D.8  received  in  respect  of  persons  certified  as  blind 
or  partially  sighted  was  77. 

B.  Ophthalmia  neonatorum 


(i)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year 

15 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  in  which: 

{a)  Vision  lost  ... 

— 

[h]  Vision  impaired 

— 

{c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  of  year  ... 

' 

EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS 

The  number  of  cases  investigated  during  the  year  and  included  in  the  Register 
of  Handicapped  Persons  was  1 18  of  which  6 were  epileptic  and  5 suffered  from 
various  forms  of  cerebral  palsy. 

The  total  number  of  handicapped  persons  now  included  on  the  register  is 
221,  of  whom  18  are  epileptic  and  15  suffer  from  cerebral  palsy. 

Cases  of  Epilepsy  Investigated 


Awaiting  Provided  Placed  on 

admission  to  wdth  waiting  Miscel- 

Residential  Handicraft  list  of  laneous 

School  Work  Colony  help 


Under  16  years  of  age  = 1 ...  1 


Over  16  years  of  age  = 5 ...  - 2 1 2 


'riie  man  who  was  placed  on  the  Colony  waiting  list  has  since  been  admitted 
to  St.  Francis  Hospital. 

Of  those  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  one  child  remains  at  Lingfield 
Colony  and  one  still  attends  Brighton  Central  Class  for  Handicapped  Children. 
One  child  at  Lingfield  has  ceased  to  be  the  responsibility  of  this  authority. 
'I'wo  adults  remain  at  Chalfont  Colony  but  one  discharged  himself  during 
the  year.  One  man  has  been  placed  on  the  Colony  waiting  list. 

The  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service  has  been  approached  with  regard  to  a rehabilitation  course  for  a young 
man. 
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Accommodation  was  found  for  one  woman  and  a recuperative  holiday 
provided  for  another. 

One  elderly  woman  is  now  at  St.  Francis  Hospital,  probably  as  a long-stay 
patient. 


Cases  of  Cerebral  Palsy  Investigated 


Attending 

Central 

Class 

Residential 

School 

Temporary 

Accom- 
modation Handicraft 
provided 

Placed  on 
Waiting 
List  for 
■ Spastic 
Home 

Under  16  years  of  age  = 

2 1 

1 

- 

- 

Over  16  years  of  age  = 

3 

- 

1 1 

1 

Of  those  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  one  child  remains  at  the  Heritage 
Craft  School  and  one  has  been  discharged  fit  for  ordinary  School.  Two  children 
still  attend  the  Central  Class  and  one  continues  with  home  tuition. 

A recuperative  holiday  has  been  provided  for  one  child. 

It  is  hoped  that  two  adults  may  shortly  be  accommodated  in  Homes  for 
Spastics. 

The  Ministry  of  Labour  have  in  hand  arrangements  for  one  girl  to  attend 
St.  Elizabeth’s  Training  College  at  Leatherhead. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

The  total  number  of  live  births  registered  was  1,986  of  which  990  were  males 
and  996  females.  Included  in  the  total  are  153  illegitimate  births.  The  birth 
rate  was  12-52  per  1,000  of  population. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  17;  the  actual  number  of  deaths  was  34. 


MIDWIFERY 


i 

Number  of 

Number  of  cases 

Total  number 

ca;;es  in  which 

Hospitals  and 

Number  of 

Number 

from  Brighton 

of  cases 

1 analgesia 

Nursing  Homes 

Midwives 

of  beds 

Doctor 

Doctor  not 

Doctor 

Doctor  not 

administered 

Practising 

present 

present 

present 

present 

Gas  & 
Air 

Trilene 

Brighton  General  ... 

20 

64 

92 

807 

121 

980 





Sussex  Maternity  ... 

24 

64 

67 

449 

116 

814 

— ■ 

• — • 

Xursing  Homes 

1 

7 

4 

2 

4 

2 

— • 

— 

Total 

45 

135 

163 

1258 

241 

1796 

Domiciliary 

Sussex  Mat.  Hosp. 

District  Midwives 

7 

56 

231 

205 

62 

^Municipal  Midwives 
Brighton  District  | 

3 

116 

147 

j 

255  j 

— - 

Xursing  Association 

3 

i 

30 

30 

56 

— 

Private  Midwives  ...  ; 

2 

i 

1 

— 

1 

1 1 

— 

Total  ...  j 

15 

i 202 

409 

1 

i 

! 

517 

62 

Sixteen  pupils  completed  their  district  training  in  Brighton  as  part  of  a 
Part  II  midwifery  course. 
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Ante- Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 

Number  of  Brighton  cases 

Ante-natal  Attendances  Post-natal  Attendances 


Brighton  General  Hospital 

813 

8213 

674 

674 

Sussex  Maternity  Hospital 

721 

7717 

544 

801 

Municipal  Clinic,  Sussex  Street 

362 

1442 

36 

37 

Ante-natal  relaxation  and  post-natal  exercises  are  taught  in  all  the  clinics. 


Midwives  Acts 

Under  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  74  midwives  notified  their 
intention  to  practise  within  the  Borough. 

Medical  Aid  and  other  notifications 

Number  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during 
the  year  by  a midwife,  148. 


PREMATURE  INFANTS 

Arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  the  weights  of  all  children  born  are 
entered  on  the  notification  of  birth  cards.  Where  the  weight  is  lbs.  or  under, 
special  visits  are  made  and,  where  necessary,  premature  babies  can  be  admitted 
to  the  Maternit}^  wing  of  the  Brighton  General  Hospital. 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA  REGULATIONS  1951 
The  30  cases  notified  all  recovered. 


CONTRACEPTIVE  AND  FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINIC 
New  cases  treated  during  year  belonging  to  Brighton  were  referred  by 


Chest  Physician  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

General  Medical  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  23 

Brighton  General  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sussex  Maternity  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hurstwood  Park  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  M.O.  ...  ...  5 

Totat.  ...  ...  38 


Total  number  of  attendances  of  all  Brighton  cases  during  the  year,  316. 
In  addition,  attendances  were  made  b}^  7 new  cases  belonging  to  districts 
outside  Brighton;  total  number  of  attendances  of  all  cases  belonging  to  districts 
outside  Brighton  was  47. 


CARE  OF  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND  THEIR  BABIES 
'the  Council  contributes  to  the  funds  of  the  Chichester  Diocesan  Moral 
Welfare  A.ssociation  and  in  addition  contributes  to  the  maintenance  of  Brighton 
women  and  their  babies  for  the  necessary  duration  of  their  stay  in  Homes. 
The  Association  also  provides  the  .services  of  Social  Workers. 


INFANT  WEI.FARE  CENTRES 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  fourteen  infant  welfare  centres.  One  centre 
has  two  sessions  a week,  twelve  have  one  .session  a week  and  one  centre  has  one 
session  a fortnight. 
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Anatysis  of  gross  attendances: 


Average  attendance 

Number 

Attendances 

per  person 

per  session 

Mothers  ... 

1845 

‘ 22655 

12 

32 

Children  0-12  months  ... 

1308 

1 19663 

15 

i }38 

1-5  years 

2543 

j 7288 

1 

3 ! 

Number  of  medical  consultations  given  totalled  7,358. 

938  children  were  treated,  or  referred  for  treatment  or  for  consultation. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  SERVICE 

Of  the  414  children  under  5 treated  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  during  the 
year,  53  were  new  cases  seen  by  the  Surgeon.  186  attendances  were  made 
to  the  Surgeon’s  Clinic.  Eighteen  children  were  admitted  to  the  Royal  National 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Stanmore. 

HOME  VISITING 

Home  Visits  included  routine  calls  on: 


Expectant  Mothers;*  first  visits  ...  ...  ...  591 

total  visits  ...  ...  ...  845 

Babies  under  1 year  of  age:  first  visits  ...  ...  2265 

total  visits  ...  ...  10464 

average  to  each  child  ...  5 

Children  over  1 year  old:  children  visited  ...  ...  7113 

total  visits  ...  ...  ...  14226 

Visits  of  enquiry  were  made  as  follows: 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Neonatal  deaths  (i.e.  during  first  month)  ...  ...  25 


PROMOTION  OF  CLEANLINESS 

The  Health  Visitors  note  the  condition  of  heads  and  bodies  of  all  pre-school 
children.  Where  necessary  advice  is  given  and  severe  cases  of  verminous 
infestation  are  referred  for  cleansing.  Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with 
the  School  Health  Service  and  with  the  Children’s  Officer. 

DENTAL  CARE 

One  session  per  week  was  reserved  by  the  Principal  School  Dental  Officer 
and  by  each  of  the  four  School  Dental  Officers  for  the  treatment  of  mothers 
and  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

X-rays  are  carried  out  at  the  School  Clinic. 

By  arrangement  a private  dental  technician  supplies  dentures  as  required 
and  the  necessary  work  is  carried  out  in  his  workshop. 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care: 


1 

Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made  Dentally 
Fit 

Expectant  and 

Nursing  mothers  ... 

51  ! 

51 

51 

42 

Children  under  five 

620 

122 

122 

1 

109 

20 


(b)  Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided: 


Extrac- 

tions 

General 

Anaes- 

thetics 

Fill- 

ings 

Scal- 

ings 

and 

gum 

treat- 

ment 

Silver 

Nitrate 

treat- 

ment 

Crowns 

or 

Inlays 

Radio- 

graphs 

Den 

pro\ 

tures 

dded 

Com- 

plete 

Partial 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  mothers 

171 

24 

46 

161 

- 

- 

10 

11 

12 

Children 
under  five 

i 

128 

48 

207 

774 

99 

- 

- 

- 

- 

DEPRIVED  CHILDREN 

Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Children’s  Officer  who  notifies 
the  Health  Department  whenever  a deprived  child  under  five  is  moved  to  a new 
address.  This  enables  the  Health  Visitor  to  pay  routine  visits  as  required 
for  all  children  of  this  age  group. 

Under  existing  arrangements,  visits  are  paid  to  establishments  where  the 
wellbeing  of  deprived  children  is  in  doubt.  Special  examinations  of  children 
are  made  at  the  request  of  the  Children’s  Officer. 


NURSERIES  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATION  ACT,  1948 

There  is  on  the  register  one  child  minder  who  for  reward  is  able  to  receive 
into  her  premises  15  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  to  be  looked  after  for 
the  day.  No  new  child  minders  were  approved  during  the  year. 

One  day  nursery  is  on  the  register;  there  were  no  registrations  during  the 
year. 

Dr.  Morrison  paid  one  visit  of  inspection. 

MUNICIPAL  DAY  NURSERY 

The  Brighton  Corporation  maintains  the  Manor  House  Day  Nursery,  where 
there  is  accommodation  for  12  children  from  9 months  to  2 years  of  age  and 
24  from  2 years  to  5 years;  during  the  year  the  average  daily  attendance  was  19. 

Prior  to  admission  the  children  must  be  seen  by  a doctor  to  ensure  that 
they  are  free  from  infection  and  infestation.  For  this  purpose  32  were  seen  at 
the  infant  welfare  centres. 


TRAINING 

Fourteen  pupil  midwives  attended  infant  welfare  centres  on  5 occasions. 

Eighteen  students  studying  for  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  attended 
maternity  and  child  welfare  clinics  for  practical  experience  in  the  work  of  a 
health  visitor. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  all  students  to  visit  the  Ambulance  Station, 
.Abattoir,  Buckingham  House  Children’s  Home,  School  Clinic,  Garton  House 
Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Home,  Chest  Clinic,  Mental  Health  Services,  Manor 
House  Day  Nur.sery,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office. 


WELFARE  FOODS  DISTRIBUTION 


Sixteen  distribution  points  have  been  established.  Issues  are  shown  below: 

Percentage  of  entitlement 


Issues 

taken  up 

Orange  juice,  bottles 

110,684 

37-17% 

Cod  liver  oil,  bottles 

A.  & D.  tablets,  packets 

1 8,202  \ 

7,215/ 

24-610/0 

National  dried  milk,  tins 

73,243 

HEALTH  VISITING 

STAFFING 

February  1955  saw  the  implementing  of  the  establishment  by  one  extra 
member  in  the  appointment  of  a Geriatric  Health  Visitor,  making  a staff  of 
17  Health  Visitors,  1 Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  and  3 part-time  S.R.N. 
Clinic  Nurses. 

The  Town  is  divided  into  14  areas.  13  are  served  by  a full-time  Health 
Visitor  and  the  14th  is  served  by  a Health  Visitor  who  is  also  part-time  at 
the  Chest  Clinic. 

Patcham,  Hollingbury,  Moulsecoomb  and  Coldean,  Saltdean  and  Rottingdean 
are  the  four  areas  served  by  Health  Visitors  with  car  allowances.  Bevendean 
and  Woodingdean  and  Hollingdean  are  districts  which  would  be  better  served 
if  the  Health  Visitor  working  in  these  areas  also  had  such  transport. 

In  comparing  areas  where  the  Health  Visitor  uses  a car  it  should  be  noted 
that  her  ratio  of  unsuccessful  visits  (i.e.  no  access)  is  less:  her  mobility  makes 
it  possible  to  make  a second  call  later  in  the  day,  so  cancelling  out  her  unsuccess- 
ful call.  The  hilly  nature  of  most  of  these  areas  makes  it  impossible  to  do  th’s 
on  foot: — 

During  1^55  Successful  No  Access 

Moulsecoomb  (car)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,700  289 

Woodingdean  (on  foot  or  by  bus)  ...  ...  ...  1,619  506 

Three  part-time  S.R.N.  Clinic  Nurses  are  attending  6 to  7 sessions  per  week 
at  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  the  Contraceptive  Clinic. 
They  help  with  the  general  running  of  the  Clinics  to  give  Health  Visitors  more 
time  for  the  educational  side  of  their  work. 

CHANGES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Four  appointments  have  been  made.  1 Geriatric  Health  Visitor,  3 to  fill 
vacancies. 

Three  Health  Visitors  have  resigned.  (2  because  of  marriage  and  1 to  work 
in  another  area). 

Two  Students  have  been  accepted  for  training  at  the  Brighton  Technical 
College  Health  Visitors’  Training  Course,  and  if  successful  will  take  up  full 
duty  as  Health  Visitors  in  July,  1956. 

Two  Health  Visitors  were  seconded  to  special  duties  during  the  Polio  out- 
break. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

Health  Visitors  have  continued  to  take  this  aspect  of  their  work  into  homes 
and  Clinics,  and  to  other  groups,  and  during  the  year  23  talks  have  been  given. 
The  Strip  Film  Projector  has  been  put  into  use.  Camera  Talks  Ltd.,  who 
specialise  in  making  film  strips,  working  in  co-operation  with  the  Superin- 
tendent Health  Visitor  and  local  mothers,  made  a useful  film  strip  on  the 
subject  of  “Care  Needed  in  Bottle  Feeding.” 
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LIAISON  WITH  G.P’s 

Health  Visitors  are  still  making  contact  with  doctors  on  their  areas  in  the 
interests  of  the  families  they  visit.  More  doctors  are  approaching  Health 
Adsitors  for  help  on  social  and  infant  feeding  matters.  The  Geriatric  Health 
^dsitor  is  now  well  known  to  most  G.P’s  in  her  work  among  their  elderly 
patients.  As  in  the  previous  year,  a Meeting  of  G.P’s  and  Health  Visitors  was 
held  in  June  at  the  Health  Visitors’  Training  Course  Technical  College  Annexe, 
Preston  Road,  to  give  an  opportunity  for  open  discussion  on  mutual  problems. 

PROBLEM  FAMILIES 

The  supervision  by  the  Health  Visitors  of  the  Problem  families  in  their 
visiting  areas  has  continued  with  varying  results.  Many  contacts  have  been 
made  in  their  interests.  Attendances  at  the  Co-Ordinating  Committee  have 
been  maintained  by  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  or  individual  Health 
\dsitors. 


TRAINING  COURSE 

The  Health  Visitors  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  practical  training  of 
the  students  from  the  Brighton  Training  Course  for  Health  Visitors,  and 
each  Health  Visitor  has  had  at  least  two  students  with  her  during  the  year 
to  gain  experience  in  a County  Borough. 

A special  Course  on  Mental  Health  for  senior  members  of  the  staff  was 
arranged  by  the  Brighton  Technical  College.  Four  health  visitors  attended. 

REFRESHER  COURSES 

Three  Health  Visitors  attended  Refresher  Courses  during  1955,  1 at  Oxford 
and  2 in  London. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  work  of  the  Chest  Clinic  is  still  in  the  hands  of  two  full-time  and  one 
part-time  Health  Visitor,  and  changes  in  staff  due  to  resignations  have  occurred. 
Again,  I would  stress  the  inadequacy  of  this  personnel,  if  necessary  routine 
follow-up  visiting  is  to  be  maintained,  and  the  need  for  an  increase  of  staff  and 
motor  transport  is  overdue. 

HOSPITAL  LIAISON  AND  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 
Follow-lip  of  sick  and  feeble  infants 

Friendly  relations  between  Almoners,  Hospital  Staffs  and  Health  Visitors 
have  continued  during  the  year.  Weekly  visits  have  been  made  to  Royal 
Alexandra  Children’s  Hospital  Wards,  to  the  Bevis  Special  Clinic  for  children 
recovering  from  gastro  enteritis  and  to  the  Paediatric  Clinic  of  the  Sussex 
iMaternity  Hospital. 

PREVENTION  OF  BREAK-UP  OF  FAMILIES 
(Ministry  of  Health  Circular  (27/54)) 

No  action  has  been  taken  to  implement  Circular  27/54. 

195  visits  have  been  paid  to  children  discharged  from  hospital. 

Care  and  After-care  of  Adults,  not  Aged 

T\'  elve  reque.sts  were  received  from  hospitals  for  health  visitors  to  follow 
up  patients  on  discharge  from  hospital. 

Discharge  of  Old  People  from  Hospital 

128  visits  were  paid  to  old  people  discharged  from  Hospital,  81  of  which 
were  made  by  the  Geriatric  Health  Visitor. 

District  Health  Visitors’  visits  to  patients  discharged  from  Hospital  in 
1954  were  110.  The  1955  figures  show  an  increase  of  only  18  in  the  year, 
and  these  mainly  from  the  Geriatric  Unit.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  more 
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advantage  has  not  been  taken  of  the  Health  Visitors’  work  in  this  sphere  of 
care  and  after-care  for  the  aged  sick  to  prevent  relapse  and  deterioration  after 
discharge. 


AGED 

With  the  appointment  of  a special  Geriatric  Health  Visitor  in  February 
the  work  among  sick  and  failing  old  people  has  been  intensified.  Some  weak- 
nesses and  deficiencies  in  the  Service  made  evident. 

The  first  eleven  months  has  fully  justified  this  specialist  appointment. 

There  are  now  977  names  in  the  Register  of  Old  Persons  in  this  Department. 
Visits  paid  during  1955  to  old  people  in  their  homes  show  an  increase  to  1,150 
(including  Hospital  discharges)  842  of  which  were  made  by  the  Geriatric 
Health  Visitor  and  308  by  the  District  Health  Visitors,  compared  with  346 
visits  made  by  the  District  Health  Visitors  in  1954. 

The  Geriatric  Health  Visitor  has  made  166  recommendations  for  Home  Help 
and  808  references  to  other  agencies  in  the  interests  of  old  people. 

Regular  meetings  for  discussion  regarding  conditions  and  needs  have  taken 
place  between  the  Old  Persons’  Health  Visitor  and  a member  of  the  Welfare 
Services  staff.  Frequent  calls  have  been  made  on  Queen’s  Nurses,  Hospital 
Almoners  and  G.P’s  by  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  the  Geriatrc 
Health  Visitor. 

Efforts  are  centred  on  maintaining  old  people  at  home  as  long  as  possible  _ 

An  extension  of  Meals-on- Wheels  would  provide  some  of  the  help  needed, 
steals  other  than  the  mid-day  one  often  need  preparation,  especially  when 
some  temporary  handicap  has  developed.  Shopping  is  not  sufficient.  Organising 
meals  for  the  individual  sets  very  difficult  problems. 

Home  Help  might  be  the  answer  but  immediate  home  help  is  not  easily 
available  in  emergencies  in  a Service  so  far  pressed  as  our  own. 

The  Geriatric  Health  Visitor  is  constantly  in  touch  with  the  Welfare  Services 
Department  concerning  these  matters  of  feeding.  Vacuum  flasks  and  containers 
have  been  added  to  her  emergency  equipment  so  that  nourishment  can  be  left 
within  reach  of  the  patient  until  other  services  can  be  obtained. 

The  year’s  work  is  mainly  of  a pioneering  nature  in  the  effort  to  establish 
adequate  services  in  the  prevention  of  ill-health  and  maintenance  of  reasonable 
standards  of  living  and  nutrition  together  with  that  security  and  happiness 
so  necessary  to  the  aged  population. 

The  previously  mentioned  statistics,  although  showing  an  increase  in  the 
work  done  in  1955,  should  not  lead  to  complacency:  as  yet  only  the  minimum 
help  required  has  been  given  to  the  people  visited,  who  have  mainly  been  those 
suffering  from  acute  distress  and  crises. 

There  have  been  many  sources  of  ascertainment  of  old  people  in  need, 
particularly  during  the  latter  months  of  the  year  when  it  became  more  generally 
knowm  that  there  was  a special  Health  Visitor  concerned  with  the  aged. 

The  public  is  coming  to  realise  the  Health  Visitor’s  place  in  the  Health  team 
caring  for  old  people.  Many  more  contacts  are  being  made  with  Health  Visitors 
on  their  districts  as  well  as  with  the  Geriatric  Health  Visitor  and  the  Superin- 
tendent Health  Visitor  in  the  Department.  Co-operation  between  Ambulance 
Services,  voluntary  and  other  organisations,  neighbours,  relatives  and  friends 
has  increased  tremendously. 

A great  deal  of  work  has  been  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  assessment 
of  the  amount  and  type  of  help  required  by  the  individual,  e.g.  need  of  food, 
clothing,  bedding,  heating,  domestic  help,  district  nurse,  relief  for  relatives 
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and  friends  (such  as  night  sitters  or  holidays)  and  a limited  chiropody  service 
and  laundry  service.  The  aged  have  been  catered  for  in  Convalescent  Homes 
either  for  their  own  benefit  or  that  of  their  relatives. 

The  effects  of  intensive  work  in  rehabilitation  or  relief  of  unsatisfactory 
circumstances  is  not  always  obvious.  The  following  are  examples  of  the  results 
of  the  work. 

Miss  A , aged  90 

An  independent  old  lady,  suffers  from  defective  sight  and  occasional  black- 
outs. Takes  pride  in  personal  appearance;  living  in  unfurnished  accom- 
modation but  not  acceptable  to  Landlady;  unwilling  to  consider  Welfare 
Home.  Non-co-operative  with  Home  Help,  premises  verminous,  sparsely 
furnished:  danger  of  fire. 

Several  visits  made  in  view  of  age.  Gradual  friendly  relations  established, 
overcoming  difficulties  from  time  to  time.  Old  lady  still  in  own  rooms.  Home 
Help  attending  regularly.  Fireguard  supplied:  considerable  improvement  in 
standard  of  living.  Anti-social  tendencies  diminished. 

Miss  E,  aged  70  plus 

Found  in  unfurnished  garret,  filthy  and  verminous  in  person,  and  rooms,  and 
suffering  from  malnutrition. 

Arrangements  made  for  bath,  and  temporary  accommodation  at  Welfare 
Home  for  3 days  whilst  room  made  clean  and  put  in  order.  Returned  to  dwelling, 
Home  Help  supplied  twice  a week,  baths  arranged  regularly:  standards  much 
improved  and  old  lady  co-operating  to  maintain  these. 

Mrs.  C,  aged  80  plus 

Senile.  Cared  for  by  middle-aged  Daughter  for  a number  of  years.  Awaiting 
admission  to  Hospital.  Daughter’s  health  suffering  severely  due  to  time  lag. 

Temporary  relief  by  admission  of  Mother  to  convalescent  home  until  Hospital 
bed  available,  thus  making  it  possible  for  Daughter  to  go  away  to  relatives 
and  so  avoid  severe  breakdown. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the  field  work  of  the  Health  Visitor 
has  widened  considerably  and  the  expansion  of  the  staff  in  the  Brighton  County 
Borough  has  made  it  possible  to  bring  her  duties  into  line  with  the  desired 
function  as  a Health  Educator  to  encourage  and  promote  the  attainment  of 
full  health  of  mind  and  body  within  the  family  group,  and  to  act  as  liaison 
officer  between  statutory  and  voluntary  services. 

Visits  of  enquiry  were  made  as  follows  (see  also  p.  19). 


Hospital  follow-up  visits  (including  old  people) 
Housing  problems  ... 

Aged  and  chronic  sick 
Other  visits  ... 


335 

151 

1,030 

1,318 


TABLE  II 

INI' ANT  MORTALITY,  1955 — Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  One  Year  ofAgt 
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HOME  NURSING 


The  statutory  duty  of  the  Local  Health  Authorit}^  is  carried  out  by  the 
Brighton  District  Nursing  Association  (Queen’s  Nurses). 

There  were  34  whole-time  and  4 part-time  nurses. 

Total  number  of  cases  nursed,  4,986. 

Total  number  of  visits  made,  126,678  (including  2,256  midwifery  and 
maternity) . 

491  patients  received  nursing  equipment  on  loan. 

Seventeen  students  were  trained  during  the  year,  of  whom  7 were  for  the 
Brighton  aera. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

In  Appendix  II  is  set  out  the  statistics  for  1955  and  comparisons  over  the 
years  since  1950  which  is  regarded  as  the  first  year  in  which  stability  of  use  was 
achieved. 


PREVENTION, 

CARE  AND 

AFTER-CARE 

TUBERCULOSIS: 

Deaths 

Rate  per 

No.  of 
New  Cases 

Rate  per 

1955 

100,000 

1955 

100,000 

Plumonary  tuberculosis  ... 

30 

18-92 

125 

78-81 

Xon -pulmonary  tuberculosis 

2 

1-26 

11 

6-94 

All  forms  ... 

32 

20-18 

136 

85-75 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of 

primary  notifications 

and  other 

new  cases  which  came  to  notice  otherwise  than  by  formal  notification;  also  i 
deaths  from  all  forms  of  the  disease. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

1 

! 

Dec 

iths 

PulnK 

3nary 

Otl 

ler 

Pulmonary 

Other 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1  

1-  4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-9  

3 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  

3 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-19  

6 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-24  

13 

6 

— 

— 

. — . 

— 

— 

— 

25-34  

11 

9 

2 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

35-44  

8 

6 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45-54  

15 

10 

— 

— 

9 

— 

2 

— 

55-64  

9 

2 

— 

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

9 

1 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

77 

48 

1 

6 

5 

25 

5 

2 

Twenty-one  of  the  total  of  the  32  deaths  occurred  in  hospital,  of  whom  10  » 

died  in  Brighton  hospitals  and  11  in  other  hospitals. 

16,494  attendances  were  made  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year,  of  which  1,662  \ 

were  by  new  cases. 

148  patients  were  visited  in  their  own  homes  and  in  hospital  during  the  i 
year. 
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6,641  artificial  pneumothorax  refills  were  done  during  the  year. 

Although  some  cases  are  found  to  have  advanced  disease  on  first  examination, 
on  the  whole  patients  tend  to  present  themselves  for  examination  and  treatment 
at  an  earlier  stage  than  a few  years  ago. 

458  new  contacts  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  examined  during  the  year; 
of  these,  6 were  found  to  need  institutional  treatment  on  first  examination. 
It  is  necessary  to  keep  contacts  under  observation  for  several  years,  and  1,678 
old  contact  cases  were  examined  during  the  year. 

38  school  children  of  all  ages  were  examined  during  the  year  in  the  schools 
b}^  means  of  X-ray  and  skin  test.  Of  these  11  were  found  to  have  positive 
skin  tests,  but  none  was  found  to  be  in  need  of  treatment. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  directs  that  B.C.G.  Vaccination  should  be  offered 
to  tuberculin-negative  contacts  of  cases  and  157  vaccinations  were  made 
during  the  year.  B.C.G.  Vaccination  has  been  readily  taken  up  and 
many  requests  for  its  use  are  made. 

The  I^Iass  Radiography  Unit  operated  in  Brighton  for  several  months  during 
the  year.  Many  cases  have  been  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  from  the  Unit.  This 
service  is  of  great  value  as,  apart  from  the  cases  found  to  be  in  actual  need  of  treat- 
ment, it  brings  to  light  hidden  sources  of  infection  which  would  otherwise 
remain  unknown. 

Many  cases  and  their  families  have  been  rehoused  during  the  year,  and 
considerable  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the  Housing  Committee,  under 
difficult  conditions. 

Home  Visits  by  Health  \dsitors: 

Primary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  179 

Re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,311 

Special  visits  ...  ...  ...  289 

Total:  1,779 


Home  Nursing  by  Queen’s  Nurses  of  the  Brighton  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion: 


No.  of  patients  No.  of  visits 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  117  4,774 

Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  ...  ...  15  628 


Total  132  5,402 


Convalescence 

Two  tuberculous  cases  were  maintained  at  the  British  Legion  Village, 
Maidstone,  and  two  at  Papworth  Village  Settlement.  Of  these  one  was  dis- 
charged in  September  and  one  was  re-admitted  to  Hospital 

T ravelling  A ssistance 

Assistance  towards  the  cost  of  rail  fares  to  visit  relatives  in  hospital  was 
granted  to  thirteen  new  cases;  altogether  seventeen  cases  were  helped. 

Occupational  Therapy 

One  session  a week  is  held  in  our  workroom  with  a demonstrator  in  attend- 
ance. Twenty-four  cases  made  593  attendances  at  the  52  sessions  held.  In 
addition  the  demonstrator  visited  three  patients  in  their  own  homes. 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Convalescence 

A period  of  convalescence,  usually  two  weeks,  was  agreed  for  42  cases. 
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ASSISTANCE  FROM  HEDGCOCK  BEQUEST 


£ s.  d. 

Milk  170  9 H 

Assistance  towards  cost  of  laundering  clothing  ...  ...  2 16  0 

Assistance  towards  cost  of  clothing  ...  ...  ...  ...  11910 

Assistance  towards  arrears  of  electricity  account  ...  ...  2 18  10 

Assistance  towards  arrears  of  gas  account  ...  ...  ...  614  0 

Chiropody  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  187 

Assistance  towards  cost  of  furniture  ...  ...  ...  3113  5 

Christmas  parcels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  0 0 

Repairs  to  property  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 0 0 


237  0 7 


As  from  1st  April  1955  expenditure  on  milk,  clothing  etc.  was  charged  to  Prevention  of 
Illness;  amount  spent  for  milk  ;^461  13  7 and  clothing  etc.  ^16  17  0. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

ADMINISTRATION 
Health  Services  Suh- Committee 

The  Sub-Committee  consists  of  9 members,  being  His  Worship  the  Mayor 
{ex-officio),  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  together  with  5 other 
members  of  the  Council  and  2 co-opted  members,  including  a local  general 
practitioner.  Meetings  are  held  at  monthly  intervals. 

Staff 

Psychiatric  Adviser  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Dr.  W.  McCartan, 
M.D.  (Belt.),  M.R.C.P.  (Bond.),  D.P.H.,  D.P.M.,  Physician  Superintendent, 
St.  Francis  Hospital,  Haywards  Heath;  Executive  Officer:  1 Senior  and  2 
Authorised  Officers;  1 Mental  Deficiency  Visitor  (female)  and  2 Clerical 
Assistants.  Two  officers  hold  the  Relieving  Officers’  Certificate. 

Co-ordination  of  Services 

The  Mental  Health  Service  works  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  Hospital  Management  Committee,  Medical  Practitioners, 
Police  and  other  Local  Government  Departments. 

Dr.  McCartan,  Superintendent  of  St.  Francis  Hospital  continues  to  attend 
for  the  purpose  of  advising  on  difficult  cases  and  to  investigate  cases  which 
have  been  referred  by  me. 

Delegation  of  Duties 

With  the  exception  of  the  administration  of  the  occupation  centres  for 
mental  defectives  and  the  domiciliary  handicraft  care  for  the  mentally  handi- 
capped, the  whole  of  the  work  required  of  local  authorities  in  the  mental 
health  field  is  performed  by  the  authorities’  own  officers. 

WORK  UNDERTAKEN  IN  THE  COMMUNITY 
Preventive  Care  and  After-Care 

The  Local  Health  Authority  provides  services  under  Section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act.  Emphasis  is  placed  upon  the  need  for  close 
co-operation  between  social  workers.  It  is  especially  felt  that  a close  co-opera- 
tion between  the  Mental  Health  Service  and  Health  Visitors  is  necessary. 
The  first  steps  have  already  been  taken. 
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Follow-up  Clinics 

Clinics  are  arranged  twice  weekly  for  those  patients  who  should  attend 
after  treatment  in  a Mental  Hospital  for  further  advice.  Two  Regional  Hospital 
Board  consultant  psychiatrists  are  in  attendance. 

Male  Female 

Clinics  held  in  1955  ...  ...  ...  47  36 

Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  350  227 

Duly  Authorised  Officers 

The  establishment  consists  of  three  Duly  Authorised  Officers  (D.A.O’s) 
under  the  Executive  Officer,  Mr.  T.  Rasmussen. 

Cases  referred  to  D.A.O’s  in  1955;  1,146. 

The  increase  of  work  continues  as  indicated  below.  The  staff  establishment 
has  remained  unaltered  since  1948. 

1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955 

605  676  793  847  949  1,028  1,146 

Lunacy  Act,  Section  20 

Cases  admitted  to  the  Brighton  General  Hospital  for  observation,  681 
(1954,  619). 

Of  these  264  were  admitted  by  D.A.O’s  of  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  but 
disposal  was  performed  by  your  Brighton  staff. 

Admissions  to  Mental  Hospital  either  direct  from  home  or  from  Observation 
Ward;— 


1955 

1954 

Voluntary  patients 

504 

(396) 

Temporary  patients  ... 

3 

Certified  patients 

107 

(152) 

Of  the  1,146  cases  investigated  by  D.A.O’s,  182  cases  were  found  to  be 
unsuitable  to  be  dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  Acts.  In  each  case  a visit  was 
made  and  where  necessary  or  advisable  the  case  was  referred  to  some  other 
I service,  e.g.  domiciliary  visit  by  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  Old  Persons’  Health 
I Visitor,  Welfare  Services  Department. 

Night  and  Weekend  Duties 

A Duly  Authorised  Officer  is  always  on  duty  throughout  the  hours  of  day  and 
night,  including  the  whole  of  weekend  and  holiday  periods.  A Duty  Rota  is 
held  by  the  Ambulance  Service  and  all  doctors  and  hospitals  are  circulated, 
informing  them  of  the  arrangement  for  calling  a Duly  Authorised  Officer, 
other  than  during  normal  office  hours.  This  service  has  at  all  times  proved 
very  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  calls  made  for  the  services  of  a Duly  Authorised  Officer  other 
than  within  normal  office  hours  during  the  period  covered  by  this  report  was 
431,  in  210  of  these  cases  it  was  found  necessary  for  the  Officer  concerned 
to  leave  his  home  to  take  necessary  action  under  the  Lunacy  Acts.  The  average 
time  taken  where  an  Officer  is  called  to  investigate  a case  is  approximately  of 
two  hours’  duration. 

General 

The  administrative  staff  interviewed  2,685  persons  at  the  Clinic  and  2,279 
at  home  or  elsewhere.  These  figures  include  the  visiting  of  mental  defectives 
under  supervision,  under  guardianship,  on  licence  from  Institutions,  as  well  as 
visits  for  special  reports  for  the  Visiting  Justices  and  like.  Also  included  are 
the  visits  for  preventive  and  after-care  purposes  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental 
Treatment  Acts. 
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The  Duly  Authorised  Officers  in  addition  to  their  statutory  duties  also  visit 
mental  defectives  (males)  under  guardianship,  in  situations,  and  remove  all 
adult  male  patients  to  Institutions.  They  also  act  as  Petitions  Officers  under 
the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-38. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS.  1913-1938 

A scertainment 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955,  38  cases  v/ere  notified  by 
various  Authorities,  the  highest  number  of  new  cases  for  some  years.  The 
source  and  detailed  number  of  such  cases  is  shown  hereunder. 


M ales 

Education  Authority  under  Sec.  57  (3)  of  Educa- 
tion Act,  1944  (Children  under  age  of  16 
years)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Education  Authority  under  Sec.  57  (5)  of  Educa- 
tion Act,  1944  (Children  on  leaving  Special 
School) 5 

Other  sources,  including  Police,  Medical 
Practitioners,  other  local  health  authorities 
and  relatives:  Children  1 

Adults  4 


Females 


6 

1 

1 

7 


Such  cases  after  full  investigation  were  dealt  with  as  follows: — 

Placed  under  supervision  in  own  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Placed  under  guardianship  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dealt  with  as  to  a “place  of  safety’’  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Admitted  to  Mental  Deficiency  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  4 

Removed  from  area,  and  notified  to  appropriate  local  health 

authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Died  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pending  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Discharges,  etc. 

During  the  past  twelve  months  16  cases  have  been  removed  from  the  Register 


on  the  following  grounds:— 

Discharged  from  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  2 

Released  from  supervision  ...  ...  ...  I 

Admitted  to  Mental  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  1 

Removed  from  Brighton  to  other  areas  ...  5 

Died  in  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Died  whilst  under  supervision  ...  ...  ...  5 


Cases  on  Register 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  again  shows  a general  increase.  The 
total  represents  3’2  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population. 

Details  of  the  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  set  out: — 


M ales 

Females 

Total 

In  Institutions 

146 

80 

226 

Pnder  guardianship  ... 

15 

27 

42 

I’nder  supervision 

138 

96 

234 

Awaiting  action 

3 

1 

4 

302 


204 


506 
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III stitiitional  accommodation 

During  the  year  11  cases  were  admitted  to  various  Institutions,  4 cases 
were  discharged  or  died,  making  an  increase  of  7 cases  on  the  figure  for  the 
previous  year. 

The  waiting  list  for  admission  consisted  of  23  cases,  of  which  11  were  not 
deemed  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care. 

The  need  for  beds  is  still  in  excess  of  the  number  which  become  available; 
there  is  some  comfort  in  that  the  period  of  delay  in  securing  admission  of 
urgent  cases  has  shortened.  There  are  signs  of  a new  problem  arising  with 
regard  to  cases  who  for  a long  number  of  years  have  been  under  guardianship 
or  under  supervision  in  their  own  homes.  Due  to  the  increasing  age  of  the 
relatives  some  of  these  cases  can  no  longer  be  looked  after  at  home.  In  quite  a 
large  number  of  cases  in  this  category  the  characteristics  of  the  case  are  such 
that,  although  the  parents  have  been  able  and  willing  to  cope,  a time  arrives 
when  the  parents  are  no  longer  able  to  provide  care  and  attention  and  no  other 
person  will  be  prepared  to  accept  the  responsibility  of  undertaking  the  guardian- 
ship of  the  cases. 

Conversely  there  are  quite  a number  of  cases  who  by  their  own  increased 
age  and  the  resultant  increase  in  care  and  attention  required  will  become  in 
need  of  hospitalisation. 

These  few  words  cover  a forgotten  social  tragedy  involving  much  personal  misery. 
Guardianship 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  cases  under  Guardianship.  In  most 
cases  financial  responsibility  for  those  unable  to  earn  a living  has  been  accepted 
by  the  National  Assistance  Board.  These  patients  are  kept  in  touch  by  Super- 
vision and  regularly  visited  by  the  officers  of  the  Health  Department. 

Supervision 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  has  increased  by  10.  During  the  j^ear 
one  case  was  released,  the  patient  being  considered  fit  to  manage  his  own 
affairs.  5 cases  died.  6 cases  have  been  admitted  to  Institutions  as  they  became 
unsuitable  to  remain  in  the  general  community. 

Regular  visits  are  made  and  advice  is  given  on  all  matters  concerning  the 
well-being,  employment  and,  where  necessary,  the  control  of  difficult  cases. 

Occupation  Centres  and  Training 

The  total  number  attending  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  25  children  and  12 
seniors.  During  the  year  10  cases  have  been  admitted  and  7 cases  have  ceased 
attendance  for  various  reasons. 

No  home  training  is  carried  out.  All  cases  considered  suitable  for  training 
are  offered  the  opportunity  of  attending  the  Centres  maintained  by  the  Guard- 
ianship Society  at  the  Grace  Eyre  Woodhead  Memorial,  Old  Shoreham  Road, 
Hove. 

The  Junior  Centre  is  full-time  and  the  children  attending  are  provided 
with  milk  and  meals.  The  children  are*  transported  to  and  from  the  Centre 
by  a special  bus  which  meets  and  returns  them  to  fixed  picking  up  points 
throughout  the  town. 

The  Senior  Centres  are  part-time.  The  cases  are  mostly  capable  of  travelling 
to  and  from  the  Centres  unaccompanied.  Financial  assistance  is  given  towards 
bus  fares  when  necessary. 
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General 

Under  Circular  5/52,  cases  may  be  admitted  to  Mental  Deficiency  Hospitals 
for  periods  not  exceeding  eight  weeks,  in  order  to  provide  parents  with  some 
relaxation  from  the  care  of  cases.  During  the  year  9 such  admissions  have 
been  arranged  with  beneficial  effect  for  both  parents  and  cases. 

Following  is  a table  of  cases  of  mental  defectives  for  which  the  local  health 
authority  is  responsible.  This  shows  the  general  increase  in  numbers  since  the 
inception  of  the  Mental  Health  Service  in  1948. 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

In  Institutions 

180 

187 

200 

202 

206 

206 

219 

226 

Under  guardianship 

In  “Place  of  safety” 

67 

62 

56 

54 

49 

42 

42 

42 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

Under  supervision  ... 

156 

177 

187 

195 

211 

225 

224 

234 

Totals 

404 

426 

444 

451 

466 

473 

486 

502 

BRIGHTON  CORPORATION  WATERWORKS 

Mr.  F.  N.  Green,  B.Sc.,  A.C.G.L,  A.M.Inst.C.E.,  A.M.Inst.W.E.,  F.G.S., 

Waterworks  Engineer 

1.  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  in 
quality. 

2.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  both  raw  and  treated  waters  were  made  at 
weekly  intervals  in  the  Department’s  laboratory  except  in  certain  instances 
where  bacterial  pollution  was  present  in  the  raw  waters,  when  samples  of 
both  raw  and  chloraminated  waters  were  examined  daily.  The  total  number  of 
raw  and  treated  water  samples  examined  from  each  of  the  Pumping  Stations, 
together  with  a summary  of  the  bacteriological  results  obtained,  is  given 


below. 

No.  showing 

No.  showing 

No.  showing 

Number  of 

presence  of 

presence  of 

Coliform 

Samples 

Coliform 

Faecal  Coli 

Organisms 

Examined 

Organisms  in 

in  100  ml. 

absent  from 

100  ml.  or  less 

or  less 

100  ml. 

866 

103 

26 

763 

Colony  counts  on  agar  at  22°  and  37°C  were  generally  low  in  number.  The 
contamination  of  eleven  samples  of  the  chloraminated  water  at  Ealmer  P.S. 
was  traced,  to  the  type  of  gland  packing  material  in  use  in  one  of  the  high 
lift  pumps.  When  this  was  replaced  with  a new  type  of  packing  no  further 
trouble  was  experienced. 

General  chemical  analyses  of  the  raw  waters  have  been  carried  out  frequently 
during  the  year.  The  results  of  chemical  analyses  are  given  below  expressed 
in  parts  per  million. 


Balsdean 

1 Falmar 

Patcham 

Goldstone 

Mile  Oak 

I Shoreham 

Date  taken 

18.10.55 

18.10.55 

18.10.55 

17.10.55 

I 

1 17.10.55 

17.10.55 

Colour  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 Nil 

Nil 

Turbidity 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

i Clear 

Clear 

Taste  

Normal 

Normal 

Normal 

Normal 

Normal 

Normal 

Odour  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

pH  

7-4 

7-3 

7-3 

7-4 

7-4 

7-4 

,-\lkaliiiitv  (CaC03) 

174-0 

191-0 

161-0 

180-0 

164-0 

178-0 

Chloride  (Cl)  

85-2 

24-2 

21-7 

64-0 

25-0 

30-5 

I-ree  Ammonia  (N) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Alb.  Ammonia  (N.) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

0-8 

5-9 

4-8 

8-2 

6-0 

6-95 

( >x ygen  A bsorbed 

0-15 

Nil 

0-02 

0-02 

0-14 

0-19 

Temp.  Hardness 

174 

191 

161 

180 

164 

178 

Perm.  Hardness 

80 

52 

42 

90 

50 

60 

Total  Hardness  

254 

243 

203 

270 

214 

238 

S3 


At  the  present  time  there  is  keen  international  interest  in  the  application  of 
fluorine  to  public  water  supplies  in  order  to  prevent  dental  decay.  The  Brighton 
water  supply  has  always  contained  a trace  of  fluorine. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  1,816  daily  samples  from  taps  at  fixed  points 
on  the  district  have  been  examined  bacteriologically,  the  results  of  which 
have  shown  the  chloraminated  waters  going  to  supply  to  be  of  the  highest 
standard  of  purity. 

Bacteriological  examinations  have  also  been  carried  out  on  374  samples  of 
water  from  service  reservoirs. 

A total  number  of  3,299  samples  of  water  have  been  examined  in  the  Depart- 
ment’s laboratory  during  the  year. 

3.  Since  all  of  the  water  is  obtained  from  the  chalk,  there  is  little  likelihood 
of  any  plumbo-solvent  action,  and  no  evidence  of  such  action  is  apparent. 

4.  Chlorination,  with  post-ammoniation,  of  all  raw  waters  is  practised 
continuously,  and  surveys  of  the  catchment  area  are  regularly  carried  out. 
In  the  event  of  a raw  water  showing  evidence  of  bacterial  pollution,  such 
surveys  are  intensified  and  appropriate  adjustments  of  chlorine  and  ammonia 
dosage  are  made.  In  addition,  bacteriological  examination  of  the  raw  and 
chloraminated  waters  is  carried  out  at  daily  intervals. 

5.  The  number  of  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  direct 
to  the  houses  is  280,329  and  the  number  of  services  in  use  is  93,418.  No  water 
is  supplied  by  standpipes. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  S.  Cross,  F.R.S.H.,  F.S.I.A.,  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  for  the  following  information. 

In  the  following  tables  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  is  stated,  as  far 
as  possible,  in  tabular  form: 


SANITARY  INSPECTION 
Inspections  for  1955 


Nature  of  Inspections 

Houses  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
Houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  . . . 
Section  60  P.H.A.  1936  (fire  escapes) 
Abattoir  for  meat  inspection  (full  days) 
Animals,  accumulations,  etc. 

Offensive  trades 

Drainage 

Noise  nuisance 

Premises  other  than  houses 

Rodent  Control 

Verminous  prem  ses 

Schools 

Nursing  homes 


Smoke  abatement  ... 

Tents,  vans,  sheds  ... 

Swimming  baths 
Water  supply 
Workplaces  ... 

Sampling 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Ac 
Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 
Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933 
Rag  Flock  Act,  1951 
Shops  Act,  1950 
Interviews:  owners,  etc.  ... 
Miscellaneous 


1926 


8,334 

2,401 

44 

69 

224 

48 

500 

61 

143 

61 

186 

37 

15 

78 

14 
133 
124 
111 

1,964 

15 
228 
169 

44 
41 
29 
41 
2.364 
3 217 
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The  sanitary  inspections  enumerated  in  the  preceding  table  have  been 
followed  by  the  serving  of  notices  given  in  the  next  table.  A large  proportion 
of  the  work  is  done  as  a result  of  verbal  recommendations  or  preliminary 
notices. 


No.  of 

Defects  notices  served 

To  remedy  defective  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

To  repair  roofs,  walls,  seats  or  doors  of  W.C’s  ...  ...  ...  256 

To  pave  or  re-pave  yards,  sculleries,  or  forecourts  ...  ...  43 

To  remove  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

To  provide  new  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

To  repair  roofs...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  532 

To  hack  off  defective  external  plastering  of  walls  and  re-render  315 

To  repair  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

To  repair  or  provide  rain-water  guttering  or  piping  ...  ...  284 

To  repair  defective  chimneys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

To  renew  or  repair  and  paint  window-frames  and  sashes...  ...  207  • 

To  make  windows  open  for  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

To  fix  air  bricks  in  front  and  back  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

To  provide  sashlines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

To  lay  new  board  floors  and  provide  ventilation  under  same  ...  39 

To  repair  flooring  of  rooms  and  staircases,  baluster-rails,  etc.  ...  208 

To  repair  internal  plastering  of  walls  or  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  349 

To  repair  fire  grates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

To  supply  new  scullery  sink  with  lead  waste  pipe...  ...  ...  31 

To  renew,  repair,  or  lengthen  waste  pipes  of  sinks  ...  ...  24 

To  remedy  other  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Number  of  sewer  defects  found  and  made  good  ...  ...  ...  1 

To  provide  new  w.c.  pan,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 


Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  under  Section  94  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  in  two  cases  where  abatement  notices  had  not  been  complied  with.  I 
The  owners  were  fined  10s.  in  each  case  and  orders  were  made  for  the  necessary 
repairs  to  be  carried  out  within  28  days. 

The  owner  of  two  properties  having  defective  rain  water  guttering  was 
summoned  for  failing  to  carry  out  the  works  required  by  notice  under  Section  39, 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  A fine  of  10s.  was  imposed  on  each  count  and  an 
order  was  made  for  compliance  with  the  abatement  notices. 

Legal  action  was  taken  against  two  property  owners  under  Section  45, 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  failure  to  repair  defective  water  closets.  One 
owner  was  fined  10s.  and  the  other,  after  lodging  formal  appeal  against  the 
notice,  withdrew  and  carried  out  the  works  during  adjournment  of  the  case. 

An  application,  under  Section  10  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  was  , 
made  to  the  magistrates  for  an  order  of  condemnation  in  respect  of  a consign-  ( 
inent  of  egg  albumen.  The  order  was  granted  and  the  food  destroyed. 

Under  Article  5 of  the  Regulation  of  Mo\"ement  of  Swine  Order,  1954,  and 
Section  78  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950,  a pigkeeper  was  prosecuted  for 
failing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of  a Movement  Licence  for  the  movement  i 
of  swine.  The  case  was  proved  and  a fine  of  £\  was  imposed. 


I 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

Two  operators  are  employed  full-time  on  this  work  and  two  men  are  employed 
part-time  on  rodent  control  and  part-time  on  disinfestation  work. 

Two  sewer  maintenance  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
the  block  control  S3^stem  used  in  all  appropriate  cases. 

Total  complaints  investigated  (primary  visits)  ...  ...  719 

Total  visits  made  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,941 

Total  premises  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  599 

Survey  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,264 

VERMIN  DISINFESTATION 

483  visits  were  made  to  verminous  premises  by  the  disinfestation  staff. 
380  rooms,  in  141  houses,  were  disinfested.  Fees  amounting  to  £306  18s.  Od. 
were  received  in  respect  of  the  treatments. 

HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  1955. 

Private  builders  completed  526  dwellings  and  converted  16  houses  into  54 
flats. 

The  Corporation  completed  526  houses  and  flats. 

REQUISITIONING 

Units  of  accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

Persons  accommodated  ...  ...  ...  Adults  273 

Children  138 

THE  LOCAL  ADMINISTRATION  OF  ACTS  RELATING  TO  SHOPS,  FACTORIES 
WORKPLACES,  BAKEHOUSES,  AND  OUTWORKERS 

Factories  Act,  1937  Visits  and  Inspections 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  835 

Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  240 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Notices  Served 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Sec.  1)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Unreasonable  temperature  (Sec.  3)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inadequate  ventilation  (Sec.  4)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  (Sec.  7) ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sanitary  conveniences  not  separate  for  sexes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shops  Act,  1950 

^hsits,  inspections  and  interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,257 

Visits  under  Section  1 ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,850 

Visits  under  Sections  2 to  8 1,650 

Visits  under  Part  IV  4,167 

Complaints  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  169 

Visits  under  Young  Persons  Employment  Act,  1938  ...  ...  51 
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Notices  Served 


Section  1 — Shops  failing  to  close  on  weekly  half-holidays  ...  53  ' 

,,  2 — Shops  failing  to  observe  hours  of  closing  29  , 

,,  13 — Shops  where  several  trades  or  businesses  are  carried 

on  failing  to  observe  the  conditions  prescribed  ...  143 

,,  17 — Shopkeepers  failing  to  give  statutory  weekly  half- 
holidays to  assistants  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

,,  19 — Shopkeepers  failing  to  provide  intervals  for  meals  ...  9 

,,  22 — Shopkeepers  failing  to  give  compensatory  holidays  in 

respect  of  Sunday  employment  ...  ...  ...  18 

,,  32 — Shopkeepers  failing  to  keep  records  of  employment...  197 

,,  37 — Shopkeepers  failing  to  provide  seats  for  female  assist- 
ants ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17  I 

,,  38 — Shopkeepers  failing  to  provide  suitable  washing  j 

facilities  49  I 

,,  38 — Shopkeepers  failing  to  provide  suitable  facilities  for 

assistants  taking  meals  on  the  premises  ...  ...  9 

,,  38— Shopkeepers  failing  to  maintain  reasonable  tempera- 
ture in  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  47 — Shopkeepers  failing  to  close  their  shops  on  Sunday...  126  I 

Warnings  and  notices  issued  in  respect  of  non- 

compliance  with  various  requirements  of  the  Acts  685  ! 
Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933.  Reports  on  street- 
trading and  Sunday  employment...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Reports  to  Sanitary  Inspectors  ...  ...  ...  ...  125  i 

Copies  of  Orders  made  under  the  Act  served  on  occupiers  . . . 233  . 

Legal  Proceedings 

Proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  against  shopkeepers 
on  eight  charges.  Two  fines  of  ;fl  were  imposed  for  failure  to  comply  with  the  i 
Weekly  Half  Holiday  closing. 

For  failing  to  close  their  shops  on  Sunda^/s,  two  shopkeepers  were  fined  £2.  ' 

For  failing  to  give  weekly  half-holidays  to  Young  Persons  fines  of  £1  and  £5  ) 
v'ere  imposed  on  a cafe  proprietor. 

Two  cases  of  failing  to  give  compensatory  holidays  in  respect  of  Sunday  f 
Employment  were  dismissed. 

Applications  and  Petitions 

Four  Orders  were  made  under  Section  42  of  the  Act  in  respect  of  Exhibitions. 

An  Order  was  made  suspending  the  obligation  to  close  for  a weekly  half- 
holida}'  during  two  weeks  prior  to  Christmas. 

A petition  under  Sections  40  and  41  was  received  from  fruiterers,  greengrocers 
and  florists  in  a specified  area. 

4'he  Under-Secretary  of  State  approved  the  application  of  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Smith  & Son  in  declaring  Brighton  Station  to  be  a main  line  terminal  station,  : 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  under  the  second  schedule  to  the  Act. 

A letter  received  from  the  Home  Office  stated  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  ' 
would  not  exercise  his  ])owers  under  Section  43  of  the  Act  for  the  period  preced- 
ing Christmas,  1955. 
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Theatres  and  Cinemas 

267  visits  were  made  to  places  of  public  entertainment  during  the  year. 
Minor  defects  or  contraventions  of  the  licensing  conditions  were  dealt  with 
by  informal  action. 

As  a result  of  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Cinematograph  Act,  1952, 
and  the  Cinematograph  (Safety)  Regulations,  1955,  the  licensing  conditions 
for  cinemas  were  revised  after  consultation  and  discussion  between  the  Town 
Clerk’s  legal  officers  and  representatives  of  this  Department,  the  Police,  Fire 
Brigade  and  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department. 

FOOD 

The  following  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored, 
or  sold: 


Bakehouses  ... 

45 

Retail  Food  Shops  ... 

602 

Dairies/Milkshops  ... 

573 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack 

Food-Preparing  Premises  ... 

176 

Bars  ... 

477 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

227 

Visits  for  condemnation  of 

Markets/Cold  Stores 

81 

unfit  foodstuffs  ... 

366 

Butchers 

93 

Visits  under  Labelling  of 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

59 

Food  Order 

5 

Hotels 

42 

Visits  under  Public  Health 

Licensed  Premises  ... 

63 

(Meat)  Regulations 

128 

Mobile  Food  Shops  and 

Visits  under  Damage  by 

Hawkers’  barrows 

65 

Pests  Act 

28 

Race-Course  Food  Premises 

101 

Miscellaneous 

245 

NOTICES 

SERVED 

Food-preparing  Premises 

To  cleanse  rooms  and  yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

To  provide  washing  facilities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

To  cleanse  and  repair  floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

To  cleanse  and  repair  walls  and  ceilings ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

To  provide  constant  hot  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

To  cleanse  apparatus,  equipment,  and  utensils  ...  ...  ...  8 

To  provide  protected  food  display  and  storage  facilities  ...  14 

To  provide  or  repair  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

The  resignation  of  a Meat  Inspector  made  it  necessary  for  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Inspectors  to  carry  out  relief  duties  at  the  Public  Abattoir.  Some 
months  elapsed  before  the  vacancy  could  be  filled  and  the  numbers  of  routine 
visits  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  were  considerably  reduced  in  consequence. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938 

Milk 

Samples  analysed;  Formal  20;  Informal  239. 

Three  samples  taken  informally  from  one  producer  were  found  deficient  in 
sohds  not  fat.  Six  formal  ‘‘follow  up”  samples  were  also  below  the  legal  stan- 
dard. “Appeal  to  the  cow”  samples  were  then  taken  at  the  farm.  The  results 
proved  that  the  deficiencies  were  natural. 

In  seven  other  samples  investigation  revealed  that  shortage  of  feeding  stuffs 
was  responsible  for  unsatisfactory  results. 

Twenty-one  samples  of  milk  from  a large  consignment  were  reported  as 
below  legal  standard.  Again,  “follow  up”  and  “appeal  to  cow”  samples  were 
taken,  which  showed  that  the  milk  was  of  poor  natural  quality. 

In  ah  these  cases  the  County  Milk  Production  Officer  was  notified  and 
asked  to  visit  to  advise  the  dairy  farmers  concerned. 

I should  hke  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking  this  officer  for  his  ready 
co-operation  and  assistance  at  all  times. 
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Samples  of  food  and  drugs  other  than  milk 


Aspirin  tablets  ... 

1 

Fish  (tinned) 

1 

Pectoral  Elixir  ... 

1 

Bile  Beans 

1 

Gelatine  ... 

1 

Pepper 

1 

Butter,  Margarine 

10 

Ground  almonds 

3 

Sauces/Pickles  ... 

7 

Cake 

1 

Glace  cherries 

9 

Semolina  and 

Candied  peel 

1 

Ice  cream 

31 

ground  rice 

2 

Cheese 

1 

Jam  

4 

Sausages  ... 

3 

Chicken  cutlet 

2 

Milk,  dried 

1 

Soup 

1 

Chocolate... 

1 

Milk,  tinned 

3 

Soft  drinks 

11 

Coffee 

2 

Mincemeat 

1 

Sweets 

1 

Colouring... 

1 

Mustard  ... 

1 

Salmon  cutlet 

1 

Cooking  oil 

2 

Porridge  oats 

1 

Salami 

2 

Cream,  synthetic 

1 

Pearl  barley 

1 

Suet 

1 

Crab  (tinned) 

2 

Paste 

6 

Tea 

11 

Faggots  

1 

Puddings  ... 

4 

Vinegar  ... 

1 

Fish  cakes 

2 

Peas  (tinned) 

2 

Vegetables,  dried 

2 

One  sample  of  ice  cream  was  found  to  contain  a sour  and  acid  ingredient. 

It  appeared  that  some  milk  powder  had  deteriorated  in  storage.  The  old  i 
stock  was  destroyed  and  subsequent  samples  from  the  particular  manufacturer  ' 
proved  satisfactory.  | 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies  of  ingredients  during  the  railway  strike 
led  to  two  samples  being  deficient  in  fat  content.  The  manufacturers  con- 
cerned were  visited  and  given  advice.  ’ 

A bottle  of  orange  juice  developed  mould  spores  and  hyphae  inside  it.  The 
vendor  was  interviewed  and  arranged  for  a representative  of  the  Department  ' 
to  visit  the  factory  in  which  the  juice  was  bottled.  Conditions  there  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  and  hygienic  in  every  respect.  This  case  was  the  only  ' 
one  noted  during  the  year  out  of  a production  running  into  hundreds  of 
thousands. 


FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926 
37  \dsits  were  made  to  premises  under  the  above  mentioned  Act  and  25 
samples  were  taken  for  analysis. 

In  two  cases  very  slight  percentages  of  excess  oil  were  found  in  poultry  foods. 
The  remaining  samples  were  satisfactory. 


SAMPLES  SUBMITTED  TO  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 


Nature  of  Article 

Number 

Examined 

Eound 

Satis- 

factory 

Found 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Pasteurised  Milk 

250 

246 

4 

Pasteurised 
(Channel  Island) 
Milk 

99 

99 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 
Milk 

214 

212 

2 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 
Channel  Island 
Milk 

31 

31 

Sterilised  Milk  ... 

48 

48 

— . 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk 

75 

75 

i 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Channel  Island) 
Milk 

276 

254 

22 

Bottle  rinses 

332 

332 

Water 

49 

49 

— 

Ice  Cream  

43 

26 

17 

Remarks 


Samples  were  bottled  on  farms 
outside  the  Borough.  All  cases 
were  referred  to  the  County  Milk 
Production  Officer. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  MILK  FOR  TUBERCLE  BACILLI 

40  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  biological  examination  and  all  were 
reported  as  negative  for  tubercle  bacilli. 

In  one  sample  Brucella  Abortus  was  isolated.  A notice  under  Regulation  20, 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  was  served  on  the  dairy  which  retailed 
the  milk  in  the  Borough.  As  the  supply  was  Tuberculin  Tested  only,  the 
firm  was  required  to  pasteurise  the  milk.  The  cows  of  the  dairy  herd  were 
examined  b}^  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  quarter  samples  were  taken.  Five  affected  cows  were  destroyed  and  the 
notice  was  withdrawn  when  a clearance  certificate  was  received. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

During  the  year  49  samples  of  drinking  water  were  taken  from  various 
areas  in  the  Borough.  All  of  them  proved  satisfactory. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  results  of  water  samples  taken  from  swimming  baths  and  paddling 
pools  showed  an  improvement  on  last  year’s  figures. 

63  samples  were  taken  from  Corporation  Baths  and  of  these  only  one  proved 
unsatisfactory.  Corporation  Paddling  Pools  were  sampled  on  23  occasions. 
Again  only  one  unsatisfactory  result  was  reported. 

Thirty-three  samples  taken  from  private  swimming  baths  all  proved  satis- 
factory. 

Three  samples  from  private  paddling  pools  were  unsatisfactory  and  seventeen 
received  satisfactory  reports. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS 

Twenty  samples  of  filling  materials  were  taken  during  the  year.  The  only 
sample  which  received  an  unsatisfactory  report  was  one  of  sheet  wadding. 

The  material  was  not  made  in  Brighton  and  the  Local  Authority  of  the 
manufacturer’s  area  was  notified  and  asked  to  take  up  the  matter. 

The  remaining  stock  was  returned  to  the  makers. 
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ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Beasts 

Calves  ! 

1 

Sheep  j 

1 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

7,521 

7,429 

20,294 

28,426 

— 

Number  inspected 

7,521 

7,429 

20,294 

28,426 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

18 

13 

8 

41 



Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

4,841 

19 

2,671 

5,391 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  ... 

64-61 

0-43 

13-20 

19-11 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

50 

18 

— 

8 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,064 

2 

— 

412 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

14-81 

0-27 



1-48 



Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

52 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration  ... 

52 

! 

i 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

1 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
cysticerci... 

0-69 

1 

i 

1 

Total  weight  of  edible  meat  and  offal  condemned  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
during  1955:  78  tons,  1 cwt.,  IJ  lbs. 
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FOODSTUFFS  SURRENDERED  FROM  MARKETS  AND  SHOPS 
FOR  CONDEMNATION 


Bacon 

2,463^  lbs. 

Flour 

28  lbs. 

Baby  Food 

773  lbs. 

Fruit  Juice 

8 bots. 

Biscuits  . . . 

11  lbs. 

Fruit,  dried 

1,086  lbs. 

Butter  ... 

12  lbs. 

Fruit,  tinned 

3,882  tins 

Cake 

43  lbs. 

Ham 

713 1 lbs. 

Cake  Mixture 

12  lbs. 

Ham,  tinned 

944  lbs.  ‘ 

Cereals 

24  pkts. 

Meat 

36  lbs. 

Cheese 

379  lbs. 

Meat,  tinned 

2,486  lbs. 

Cheese  (cream) 

138  pkts. 

Milk,  tinned 

1,729  tins 

Chickens  ... 

50 

Nuts 

24  stone  12  lbs. 

Chocolate 

71 1 lbs. 

Pickled  vegetables 

2 jars 

Coffee 

2 tins 

Preserves  ... 

.216  tins 

Cordial 

9 bots. 

Puddings,  tinned... 

59  tins 

Crab,  tinned 

29  tins 

Rice 

24  lbs. 

Cream,  tinned 

43  tins 

Salad  Cream 

8 jars 

Eggs 

4 doz. 

Sandwich  Spread 

1 13  jars 

Egg  Albumen 

141  lbs. 

Sauce 

7 bots. 

Egg  (dried) 

2 lbs. 

Sausages,  beef 

620  lbs. 

Egg  (frozen) 

28  lbs. 

,,  chippolatas 

194  lbs. 

Fish,  wet  ... 

3,093  stones 

,,  pork  ... 

776  lbs. 

Fish,  dried 

519  stones 

Soup 

314  tins 

Fish,  tinned 

183  tins 

Spaghetti  ... 

95  tins 

Fish  cakes 

300  lbs. 

Shellfish 

107|  stones 

Fish  paste 

101  jars 

Tuberculosis  Order  1938 

• 

Under  the  above  order,  sixteen  premises  were  reported  to  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer,  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  as  a result  of 
finding  congenital  tuberculosis  in  eighteen  calves,  two  of  which  were  unidenti- 
fiable in  the  slaughterhouse.  As  a consequence  of  visits  and  inspections  of  the 
herds  involved,  six  cows  were  destroyed.  Upon  post-mortem  examination, 
five  cows  were  found  to  be  affected  with  advanced  tuberculosis  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Order,  whilst  the  other  cow  had  tuberculosis,  but  not  in  the 
advanced  stage. 


Anthrax  Order  1938 

One  farm,  where  the  sudden  death  of  an  animal  had  occurred,  was  declared 
to  be  Infected  Place  within  the  meaning  of  the  Order.  The  carcase  was  cremated 
and  laboratory  investigations  were  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food.  Anthrax  was  not  confirmed  in  this  instance. 

Twice  at  a local  Knacker's  Yard,  whilst  boning  out  a beast  carcase  a knacker- 
man  found  lesions  suggestive  of  Anthrax.  These  beasts  had  died  suddenly, 
on  the  premises  outside  the  County  Borough,  but  had  been  released,  after 
Veterinary  inspection,  to  the  knacker's  yard.  On  the  first  occasion,  the  carcase 
and  offal  and  the  other  contaminated  meat,  offal  and  hides,  were  cremated, 
the  premises  disinfected  and  Anthrax  was  subsequently  confirmed.  The  visiting 
Veterinary  Officer  certified  that  Anthrax  did  not  exist  on  the  second  occasion. 


Sheep  Scab  Order  1938 

One  notification  of  intention  to  dip  sheep  was  received  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  a Police  Officer  to  be  present  at  the  sheep  dipping  to  ensure 
that  the  requirements  of  the  above  mentioned  Order  were  complied  with. 


42 


Swine  Fever  Order  1938 

Seven  cases  of  suspect  Swine  Fever  were  reported  to  the  Animal  Health 
Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  Investigations 
involving  post-mortem  examinations  of  pigs  which  had  died  on  small-holdings 
were  carried  out  and  three  outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever,  concerning  some  600 
pigs,  were  confirmed. 

Regulation  of  Movement  of  Swine  Order  1954 

All  swine  amving  on  premises  in  the  County  Borough  were  visited  by 
Police  Officers  during  the  prescribed  detention  period.  Twenty  visits  were 
made  by  the  Inspector  of  the  Local  Authority  in  order  to  licence  the  movement 
of  190  pigs  to  the  Public  Abattoir  for  slaughter. 

Fold  Pest  Orders  1936  and  1947 

All  cases  of  sudden  illness  or  death  in  poultry  suggestive  of  fowl  pest  were 
reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  Five  outbreaks 
of  Fowl  Pest  were  confirmed  and  restrictions  prohibiting  movement  of  poultry 
were  imposed  on  nine  contact  premises  within  the  County  Borough. 

Food  and  Month  {Infected  and  Controlled  Areas)  Orders  1938  , 

The  County  Borough  of  Brighton  was  not  included  in  either  an  Infected 
Area  or  a Controlled  Area  this  year. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  to  1954 

Thirty-two  slaughtermen  were  holding  licences  from  the  County  Borough 
on  31st  December,  1955. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

One  hundred  and  three  visits  were  made  to  butcher’s  shops  and  wholesale 
meat  stalls  for  the  examination  and  condemnation,  where  necessary,  of  unsound 
home-killed  and  imported  meat,  and  canned  meats. 


APPENDIX  I 

Report  on  an  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis  in  Brighton 
in  the  Autumn  of  1955 

The  Coldean  Housing  Estate  lies  in  an  isolated  valley  on  the  west  side  of 
the  main  road  to  Lewes  some  three  miles  from  the  centre  of  Brighton.  The 
valley,  which  forms  an  amphitheatre  in  the  downs,  has  a narrow  entrance 
on  to  the  main  road  only  wide  enough  for  the  roadway.  This  secondary  through 
road  skirts  the  estate  on  the  north  side  and,  rising  over  the  hill,  to  the  west- 
ward, acts  as  a minor  link  in  the  sector  between  the  Lewes  Road  and  the 
London  Road. 

The  estate  is  self-contained  and  is  so  laid  out  that  there  is  no  need  for  the 
local  population  to  use  the  skirting  road  except  for  access  to  the  Stanmer 
Seconrlary  Modern  vSchool  on  the  east  side  of  the  Brighton-Lewes  Road. 
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Some  1,000  families  are  accommodated  in  modern  houses  nearly  all  of  post- 
war Council  construction.  There  is  a school  for  600  infants  and  junior  pupils 
and  the  usual  provision  of  shops.  An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  the  School. 
The  area  is  well  served  general  practitioners,  some  of  whom  have  surgeries 
on  the  estate. 


It  was  not  previously  the  practice  in  Brighton  to  take  elaborate  measures 
in  the  control  of  poliomyelitis.  Family  contacts  were  normally  asked  to  restrict 
their  activities,  children  in  the  house  were  withdrawn  from  school,  food  handlers 
were  stood  off  work  and  supervision  was  exercised  over  hospital  admission 
from  infected  households.  The  results  in  the  general  community  of  the  town 
appeared  to  justify  these  steps  in  that  no  obvious  link  between  cases  could  in 
general  be  demonstrated.  No  recorded  outbreaks  had  occurred  on  remote 
housing  estates  during  the  five  years  the  writer  has  been  in  office.  In  1949, 
however,  an  outbreak  had  occurred  in  the  Whitehawk  Valley  where  there  is  a 
housing  estate  similar  to  that  at  Coldean.  No  common  link  between  the 
Whitehawk  cases  was  ever  shown  but  the  cases  all  occurred  along  the  mile 
or  so  of  main  road  of  the  valley  which  formed  a cul-de-sac.  This  unexplained 
phenomenon  had  remained  as  a challenge  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Brighton 
Health  Department  when  next  a housing  estate  became  stricken. 

Occasional  cases  of  poliomyelitis  must  be  accepted  as  normal  in  an  urban 
community  of  a quarter  of  a million  persons.  The  incidence  in  Brighton  in 
1955  had  caused  no  anxiety,  two  cases  having  occurred  on  January  18th  and 
June  21st.  A further  case  was  admitted  to  hospital  on  August  30th  but  this 
patient  had  clearly  been  infected  at  her  normal  residence  thirty  miles  away. 

tin  a few  days,  starting  on  September  18th,  a number  of  cases  were  diagnosed 
and  removed  to  hospital.  The  first  four  occurred  in  different  parts  of  the 

■ town  by  September  21st.  Only  when  the  fifth  case  was  diagnosed  on  September 
22nd  had  two  xases  occurred  at  Coldean.  After  a lull  of  four  days  further 
I cases  occurred.  The  following  table  gives  the  essential  details  of  the  confirmed 
I cases. 


Age  & Sex 

A ddress 

To  Hospital 

1 

5 

F 

Brighton 

18-  9-55 

2 

Paralytic 

F 

Brighton 

21-  9-55 

3 

Paralytic 

2 

F 

Coldean 

21-  9-55 

4 

Paralytic 

13/12 

M 

Brighton 

21-  9-55 

5t 

Paralytic 

6 

M 

Coldean 

22-  9-55 

6t 

Paralytic 

9 

M 

Coldean 

26-  9-55 

7 

6i 

M 

Coldean 

27-  9-55 

8 

Paralytic 

61 

IVI 

Coldean 

27-  9-55 

44 

29-9-55  sti^ict  quarantine  introduced 


9 

Age 

1 

& Sex 

M 

A ddress 

Coldean 

To  Hospital 
29-  9-55 

10 

Paralytic 

5 

F 

Coldean 

29-  9-55 

11 

' 13 

M 

Coldean 

29-  9-55 

12 

M 

Coldean 

1-10-55 

13 

5 

F 

Coldean 

1-10-55 

14 

6i 

]\I 

Coldean 

3-10-55 

15 

Paralytic 

33 

F 

Coldean* 

4-10-55 

16 

6 

F 

Brighton 

7-10-55 

17 

Paralytic 

7 

M 

Brighton 

8-10-55 

18 

Paralytic 

31 

M 

Brighton 

7-10-55 

19  (a) 

Paralytic 

42 

M 

Coldean 

8-10-55 

20  (b) 

Paralytic 

2\ 

M 

Coldean 

11-10-55 

21 

5 

F 

Brighton 

15-10-55 

22  (c) 

Paralytic 

35 

M 

Coldean 

22-10-55 

23 

13 

F 

Brighton 

22-10-55 

24 

Paralytic 

29 

M 

Brighton 

24-10-55 

25 

Paralytic 

8/12 

F 

Brighton 

25-10-55 

26 

Paralytic 

25 

F 

Brighton 

31-10-55 

27 

44 

M 

Brighton 

30-10-55 

28 

Paralytic 

56 

F 

Brighton 

1-11-55 

29 

Paralytic 

16 

M 

Brighton 

2-11-55 

30 

Paralytic 

21 

F 

Brighton 

3-11-55 

31 

Paralytic 

8 

U 

Brighton 

20-11-55 

32 

17 

M 

Brighton 

18-12-55 

* This  patient  was  infected  while  resident  at  Coldean.  The  symptoms  appeared  a 
few  days  after  her  removal  to  another  address  in  Brighton. 

t Brothers. 

I 

The  Coldean  cases  were  not  distributed  throughout  the  estate  but  were  j 
limited  to  a narrow  belt  across  the  middle  as  indicated  on  the  attached  map.  ; 
Investigation  showed  a close  social  link  often  associated  with  group  attend-  I 
ances  to  watch  television  in  private  houses.  j 

It  will  at  once  be  apparent  that  with  three  exceptions  no  cases  were  diagnosed 
at  Coldean  after  October  3rd,  that  is  twelve  days  after  the  diagnosis  of  the 
first  case  on  September  21st.  | 

The  exceptions  were  ' 

[а]  Case  19  who  was  removed  to  hospital  on  October  8th  from  a household  j 

already  in  absolute  quarantine  following  the  occurrence  of  polio-  ; 
myelitis  in  the  son  {Case  11)  removed  to  hospital  on  September  29th.  ; 

(б)  Case  20  {2\)  who  was  removed  to  hospital  on  October  11th. 

(r)  Case  22  (35)  who  was  removed  to  hospital  on  October  22nd  as  a < 

paralytic  case  and  contact  of  his  son  who  was  considered  to  be  a ♦ 

missed  abortive  case  of  poliomyelitis,  previously  stood  off  school  for 
observation  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

No  similar  rapid  disappearance  of  the  disease  occurred  in  the  general  com-  f 
munity  in  Brighton.  Sporadic  cases  occurred,  the  last  {Case  32)  being  removed  ' 
to  hospital  on  December  18th. 
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Particular  care  was  taken  to  study  the  environment  of  the  infants  involved. 
It  was  thought  that  any  clue  to  the  outbreak  must  be  with  those  babies  who 
were  under  constant  parental  supervision  and  control.  By  contrast  the  older 
and  more  mobile  toddlers  and  young  school-children  were  much  more  liable  to 
achieve  unknown  contacts  and  so  were  less  valuable  in  the  necessary  epidemio- 
logical investigations. 

The  baby,  Case  4,  was  associated  with  Coldean  in  that  he  was  wheeled  to  a 
house  four  doors  from  Case  5 when  his  parents  visited  the  estate  each  Sunday. 
It  was  considered  that  he  might  have  been  infected  while  visiting  Coldean  as 
he  was  left  outside  the  house  in  his  pram  at  a place  where  other  children  played 
in  a group.  The  infection  of  a number  of  small  children  not  all  attending  school 
on  the  same  part  of  the  estate  at  the  same  time  indicated  a common  factor 
restricted  to  this  age  group.  A food  vehicle  was  considered  probable.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  follow  up  the  sale  of  iced  lollies  sold  by  “spivs”.  The 
reason  for  this  was  that  the  flavoured  water  ice,  prepared  by  home  refrigeration, 
could  well  have  been  infected  during  manufacture  and  the  virus  could  have 
survived  to  the  moment  of  consumption  in  the  frozen  fruit  juice.  A single 
casual  failure  of  hand  hygiene  in  an  itinerant  lolly-maker  could  have  lead  to 
the  infection  of  a single  batch  of  lollies.  These,  sold  at  one  point  on  the  estate, 
could  have  had  the  limited  geographical  distribution  characteristic  of  this 
outbreak.  Ice-cream  was  ruled  out  as  preparation  is  more  complicated;  it  is 
heat  treated  and  in  practice  is  almost  always  bought  from  wholesalers.  The 
distribution  of  any  one  batch  can  be  traced  and  is  usually  widespread  owing  to 
bulk  manufacture. 

As  time  was  lost  owing  to  the  incubation  period  of  the  disease  the  iced-lolly 
theory  could  not  be  fully  investigated. 

From  September  29th  onwards  the  measures  taken  in  all  cases  were  the 
same,  namely  prompt  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital  and  complete  segrega- 
tion of  the  remainder  of  the  household  who  were  required  to  keep  “house  and 
garden*  quarantine.  The  only  exception  was  that  the  housewife  was  permitted 
to  make  a daily  shopping  visit  on  condition  that  immediately  before  leaving 
the  house  she  used  the  toilet  and  then  washed  her  hands  thoroughly.  There 
was  no  school  closing  as  the  close  geographical  association  of  cases  at  Coldean 
indicated  a focus  elsewhere  on  the  estate.  Parents  were  given  the  option  of 
withdrawing  their  children  from  school  if  they  so  desired  subject  to  their 
maintaining  “house  and  garden’  quarantine.  The  school  attendance  officers 
checked  this  optional  quarantine. 

As  full  compensation  for  earnings  of  contacts  is  payable  under  the  Brighton 
Corporation  Act  there  was  no  real  difficulty  in  securing  the  co-operation  of 
the  quarantined  households.  Previous  experience  with  smallpox  made  the 
application  of  a similar  system  of  quarantine  for  close  contacts  of  poliomyelitis 
a relatively  simple  matter.  The  essential  principle  in  achieving  success  was  in 
securing  the  collaboration  of  the  public.  This  was  done  in  three  ways. 

Firstly,  a small  specialist  Health  Department  team  was  formed  from  staff 
already  known  to  the  Coldean  population  from  Infant  Welfare  and  School 
Health  activities.  This  team  was  at  once  recognised  as  friendly  and  familiar 
and  needed  little  further  introduction  when  unusual  measures  had  to  be  carried 
out. 

Secondly,  the  head  teacher  of  the  Coldean  School  at  once  assumed  the  position 
of  leader  of  the  local  population.  At  the  outset  there  was  little  communit\' 
spirit  in  Coldean  but  the  common  risk  soon  broke  down  barriers.  On  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  head  teacher  a meeting  of  parents  was  held  at  the  school  as 
soon  as  the  epidemic  was  apparent.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  then  had  the 
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opportunity  of  a frank  talk  with  the  local  population:  so  good  was  the  attend- 
ance that  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  had  to  address  an  overflow 
meeting  of  similar  size  in  another  hall  at  the  same  time.  This  initial  meeting 
had  the  excellent  result  of  making  known  to  the  population  the  measures  to  be 
applied  by  the  Health  Department.  All  questions  were  answered  and  the 
audience  left  satisfied  after  having  had  a personal  introduction  to  those  respon- 
sible for  their  protection.  The  school  became  the  recognised  centre  for  the 
dissemination  of  information  as  well  as  the  headquarters  of  the  local  polio 
team. 

While  such  admirable  personal  contacts  were  being  achieved  at  Coldean 
it  was  not  possible  to  take  similar  steps  in  the  rest  of  the  town.  To  bring 
home  to  a town  of  150,000  the  measures  necessary  required  the  whole-hearted 
co-operation  of  the  local  press.  Both  the  weekly  and  daily  papers  squarely 
faced  their  responsibility.  From  the  rapid  onset  of  the  initial  cases  it  was 
thought  that  a general  conflagration  might  occur.  For  this  reason  alone  it  was 
necessary  to  secure  and  maintain  the  attention  and  confidence  of  the  public  in 
order  that  appropriate  control  measures  could  be  applied  as  required. 

A daily  telephone  conference  with  the  Managing  Editor  of  the  local  morning 
and  e^^ening  paper  supplemented  by  personal  meetings  at  the  Health  Depart- 
ment made  for  excellent  liaison.  On  the  one  hand  all  the  channels  of  informa- 
tion of  the  local  Press  were  opened  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and,  on 
the  other,  all  offical  advice  was  at  once  passed  on  to  the  public.  In  this  connec- 
tion the  experienced  journalist  was  able  to  suggest  alternative  wordings  to 
formal  statements  and  so  improve  their  effectiveness.  By  attending  the  morning 
staff  meeting  an  opportunity^  was  afforded  to  the  Editor  of  seeing  the  work  of 
control  being  carried  out. 

The  control  measures  applied  intensively  at  Coldean  and  elsewhere  in  the 
town,  included  a follow-up  of  school  absentees,  observation  of  school  children 
while  still  in  attendance,  the  tracing  of  contacts  and  the  daily  visiting  of 
quarantined  houses  for  a period  of  three  weeks.  This  was  done  by  an  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer,  the  Infectious  Disease  Sanitary  Inspector,  two  specially 
detailed  Health  Visitors  and  a School  Nurse  who  was  stationed  permanently 
at  Coldean  School.  The  value  of  this  team  was  much  enhanced  when  it  became 
apparent  that  the  poliomyelitis  outbreak  was  being  complicated  by  a simultane- 
ous and  much  more  widespread  outbreak  of  a mild  unknown  virus  infection 
characterised  by  fever,  conjunctivitis,  pharyngitis  and  stiffness  ‘of  the  neck 
due  to  painful  glandular  swelling. 

This  second  epidemic  had  to  be  handled  with  great  care:  even  with  the 
confidence  already  established  there  was  no  point  in  causing  unnecessary 
alarm.  On  the  other  hand  ailing  children  had  no  business  at  school:  they  were 
not  at  risk  but  they  were  unwell.  The  recognition  of  this  condition  by  Dr. 
IMary  Price  in  Brighton  at  the  beginning  of  October  coincided  with  the  identifica- 
tion of  a similar  outbreak  among  a very  large  number  of  school  children  at 
Islington. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  the  work  of  the  polio  team.  Dr.  Mary  Price,  Mr. 
Stoker,  Infectious  Disease  Officer;  Miss  Deacon  and  Mrs.  Gibbons,  Health 
Visitors;  Nurse  Reed  of  the  School  Health  Service,  as  well  as  my  Deputy, 
Dr.  I.  D.  M.  Nelson  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  S.  Cross.  I also 
wish  to  acknowledge  the  ]:)ublic  spirited  work  of  Mr.  A.  F.  Burrows,  Head 
'readier  of  C'oldean  Primary'  Scho(4  and  the  collaboration  of  Mr.  Victor  Gorringe, 
Managing  Editor  of  the  Southern  Publishing  Company,  of  Dr.  Lennhoff  of 
the  h'orerlown  Isolation  Hospital  and  of  the  majority  of  the  local  General 
iVactitioners.  I had  the  benefit  of  the  advice  of  Dr.  Stevenson  Logan,  Medical 
tjfficer  of  Health  of  Southend-on-Sea,  of  Dr.  W.  Bradley  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  of  Col.  J.  E.  jame.son  of  the  Brighton  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
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COLDEAN 


APPENDIX  II 

Report  on  the  Ambulance  Service 


1950 

1951 

! 

1952 

1953 

(radio 

installed 

Feb.) 

1954 

1 

! 

1955 

(a) 

Total  mileage 

298,377 

310,549 

299,637 

281,466 

280,492 

278.277 

(b) 

Total  patients  conveyed  ... 

47,636 

51,281 

54,335 

58,441 

60,672 

62,325 

(c) 

Treatments. 

Out-patients,  etc. 

16,290 

17,217 

20,080 

21,974 

22,895 

1 

23,496 

(d) 

T reatment  returns ... 

14,644 

15,672 

18,742 

20,546 

21,470 

22,088 

(e) 

Hospital  to  home  ... 

6,771 

7,824 

6,410 

5,865 

5,668 

5,668 

(f) 

Others  (not  included  under 
other  headings) 

• 

3,071 

3,269 

3,553 

4,145 

4,381 

4,541 

(g) 

Accident  and  emergency  ... 

2,360 

2,221 

2,430 

2,584 

2,616 

2,972 

(b) 

Inter-Hospital 

870 

884 

1,024 

905 

1,095 

891 

(1) 

Maternity  ... 

910 

922 

892 

839 

882 

1 869 

1 

(j) 

Mental 

554 

643 

653 

711 

756 

851 

(b) 

Infectious  ...  ...  ... 

303 

316 

230 

475 

417 

421 

(1) 

For  other  Local  Health 
Authorities 

86 

266 

321 

434 

492 

528 

(m) 

Ambulance-Rail-Ambulance 

34 

no 

137 

296 

560 

593 

(n) 

Hospital  Car  Service 

1,126 

878 

1,108 

75 

495 

697 

(0) 

iNIiles  per  case  journey 

6-2 

6-0 

5-5 

4-8 

4-6 

4-4 

(P) 

Vehicles: 

Ambulances 

11 

12 

12 

11 

11 

11 

Sitting  Case  Vehicles  ... 

8 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

(q) 

Staff 

Officers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Section  Leaders 

1 

4 

5 

5 

5 

8 i 

5 

Male  Driver/Attendants  ... 

27 

27 

27 

25 

25 

26 

Women  Drivers 

8 

8 

8 

7 

6 

Clerk/Telephonists... 

I 

2 

4 : 

4 

4 

4 

4 

I'OTAL  1 

43  1 

46  ! 

46 

43 

43  1 

1 

43 

AMBULANCE  SERVICF 


1,500 

MATERNITY  |,000 
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(a)  & (b)  Mileage  and  Total  Patients  Conveyed 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  general  trend  has  been  an  annual  increase  of  patients 
conveyed,  against  an  annual  decrease  in  mileage  since  1951. 

This  has  been  brought  about  by  four  main  factors: — 

(1)  Improved  method  of  control. 

(2)  Increasing  use  of  ambulance-rail-ambulance  journeys. 

(3)  Use  of  returning  ambulances  and  cars  belonging  to  other  authorities, 
to  their  own  areas. 

(4)  Radio  telephone  system  for  re-directing  vehicles. 

Factor  (1) 

A continuous  effort  has  been  kept  up  to  improve  methods  of  dealing  with  the 
following  problems: — 

Grouping  sitting  cases. 

Informing  the  changing  hospital  staffs  in  ambulance  transport  problems 
and  soliciting  their  co-operation. 

Educating  control  room  staff  in  correct  assessment  of  priorities. 

Obtaining  the  best  possible  results  from  radio  communication. 

Interchange  of  control  room  staff  to  bring  about  versatiUty  in  all  sections 
of  control. 

Educating  operational  staff  to  make  best  use  of  radio  communication 
to  save  mileage  and  time. 

Factor  (2) 

Ambulance-rail-ambulance  journeys  are  ideal  for  long  distances.  Good 
facilities  are  available  by  the  co-operation  of  British  Railways  and  ambulance 
services  of  other  authorities. 

R Reserved  seats  for  sitting  cases  and  reserved  compartments  for  stretcher 
jl  cases  are  available  free  of  charge  on  request  by  ambulance  services  and  such 
■ seats  and  compartments  are  usually  situated  in  corridor  trains  with  toilet 
facihties  close  by. 

The  medical  profession  now  readily  agree  to  this  type  of  journey  in  most 
cases,  the  only  exceptions  being  where  an  excessive  number  of  train  changes 
cannot  be  avoided  and  which  might  be  detrimental  to  the  patient’s  condition, 
or  where  a patient’s  condition  may  possibly  worsen  during  the  journey  and  the 
services  of  the  nearest  hospital  en  route  may  be  required. 

In  the  main  the  patient  travelling  by  rail,  either  sitting  or  recumbent  has 
been  found  to  arrive  at  the  destination  in  a much  better  condition  than  he 
would  have  been,  had  he  travelled  by  ambulance  for  the  whole  journey. 

The  patients  are  escorted  where  necessary  either  by  a member  of  the  Service, 
a relative,  or  a member  of  St.  John  or  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

Factor  (3) 

Brighton  has  an  arrangement  with  East  Sussex  and  West  Sussex  County 
Councils  whereby  ambulances  and  cars  which  have  come  from  their  respective 
areas  to  Brighton  with  patients  and  are  returning  empty,  either  call  or  telephone 
ambulance  headquarters  and  the  best  possible  use  is  made  of  these  vehicles  for 
the  conveyance  of  patients  to  those  areas. 
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Factor  (4) 

Radio  link  with  vehicles  has  now  become  an  essential  part  of  ambulance 
services.  In  Brighton  this  has  enabled  the  ambulance  service  to  cope  with 
greater  demands  with  existing  staff.  It  has  opened  up  avenues  for  economy 
and  efficiency  which  would  not  have  been  possible  without  radio.  The  cost  of 
this  equipment  has  been  more  than  recovered.  A recent  example  of  its  use  in 
emergency  was  in  the  case  of  a child  being  conveyed  to  Foredown  Hospital 
with  pneumonia  and  measles.  On  the  way  the  child’s  breathing  began  to  fail. 
On  receipt  of  a radio  call  from  the  driver,  Control  notified  Foredown  Hospital 
and  oxygen  and  stimulants  which  had  been  quickly  prepared  were  administered 
on  arrival  and  the  child’s  life  saved. 

(c)  & (d)  Treatments — Out-Patient  and  similar  categories 

Patients  of  this  type  are  carried  by  both  ambulances  and  sitting  case  vehicles. 
The  greater  number  are  sitting  cases  and  their  journeys  have  to  be  arranged 
to  fit  in  with  hospital  treatment  department  appointment  times.  The  annual 
number  has  progressively  expanded,  and  has  not  apparently  reached  its 
peak.  This  matter  is  being  taken  up  with  the  local  Hospital  Authority  with  a 
view  at  least  to  keep  demands  at  their  present  level  or,  if  possible,  reduce 
them. 

(e)  Hospital  to  home 

These  patients  are  in-patients  discharged  from  hospital  and  have  shown  a 
steady  decrease  since  1951. 

(f)  Others 

This  is  a heading  which  covers  in-patient  admissions  and  types  of  case 
which  are  not  covered  by  other  headings,  removal  of  sick  from  upstairs  to 
downstairs,  patients  fallen  out  of  bed  in  their  own  homes,  etc.,  are  included. 
There  has  been  a steady  increase  since  1950. 

(g)  Accident  and  emergency 

This  figure  covers  all  emergencies  including  street  accidents,  street  collapse, 
medical  emergencies  to  hospital,  and  childbirth  in  public  places.  A steady 
increase  is  shown  since  1951.  The  greatest  increase  took  place  during  1955. 

(h)  Inter-  Hospital 

These  patients  are  removed  from  one  hospital  to  another  hospital  within  or 
outside  the  Brighton  area,  usually  for  specialist  surgery  or  special  treatment. 

(i)  Maternity 

All  maternity  cases  are  conveyed  to  hospitals  within  or  just  outside  Brighton. 
A midwife  from  Brighton  General  Hospital  accompanies  all  patients- so  con- 
veyed. All  such  calls  have  been  dealt  with  promptly  and  efficiently. 

(j)  Mental 

The  number  of  mental  cases  conveyed  has  shown  a steady  increase  since 
1950.  The  greatest  annual  increase  was  in  1955.  These  removals  are  either 
from  local  addresses  to  Brighton  General  Hospital  or  from  Brighton  General 
Hospital  to  St.  Francis  Hospital,  Haywards  Heath.  A few  have  been  removed 
to  mental  hospitals  in  other  Counties. 
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(k)  Infectious 

All  infectious  cases  are  conveyed  in  a special  ambulance  used  expressly 
for  this  purpose. 

(l)  For  other  Local  Health  Authorities 

These  patients  are  picked  up  from  Brighton  Railway  Station,  having  been 
sent  by  rail  by  other  ambulance  services.  They  are  conveyed  to  addresses  in 
Brighton  or  the  surrounding  areas  for  which  Brighton  is  the  most  convenient 
railway  centre.  It  wiU  be  noticed  that  other  authorities  are  increasingly 
making  use  of  rail  journeys.  The  figure  under  this  heading  has  increased  each 
year  since  1950. 

(m)  Ambulance -Rail  - Ambulance  Journeys 

The  use  of  rail  journeys  goes  on  increasing  as  explained  under  items  (a)  and 
(b).  Thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  St.  John  and  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  who  escort  a great  number  of  the  patients  by  rail  in  a voluntary  capacity. 

(n)  Hospital  Car  Service 

This  Service  is  a joint  organisation  of  the  W.V.S.,  St.  John  and  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society.  The  drivers  use  their  own  cars.  They  are  paid  on  a mileage 
basis  according  to  agreed  rates.  In  Brighton,  use  is  made  of  the  Hospital 
Car  Service  for  the  conveyance  of  those  sitting  cases  who  are  beyond  the 
capacity  of  the  Ambulance  Service  on  extremely  busy  days.  The  number  of 
patients  so  conveyed  has  risen  since  1953.  Each  case  is  as  a rule  a “treatment 
and  return”.  This  group  of  patients  is  not  included  in  the  figure  shown  under 
(b)  as  “total  patients  conveyed”  by  the  Ambulance  Service. 

(o)  Miles  per  case  journey 

This  figure  has  steadily  decreased  since  1950.  This  has  been  brought  about 
by  the  decreasing  total  mileage  against  increasing  numbers  of  patients  as 
shown  under  (a)  and  (b). 

(p)  Vehicles 

The  establishment  of  ambulances  was  reduced  from  twelve  to  eleven  as 
the  result  of  introducing  radio  communication  in  1953.  It  remains  at  this 
figure. 

(q)  Staff 

The  establishment  was  reduced  in  1953  by  not  filhng  vacancies  for  two 
male  drivers  and  one  female  driver  as  the  result  of  introduction  of  radio  com- 
munication. There  has  been  an  annual  increase  in  the  number  of  patients 
conveyed  from  58,441  in  1953  to  62,325  in  1955;  this  represents  a difference 
of  3,8^  patients.  The  same  reduced  establishment  is  coping  with  this  extra 
number. 
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Health  Department, 

Royal  York  Buildings, 
Brighton,  1. 

June,  1956. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Brighton  Education  Authority 
Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  as  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer. 

The  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  was  somewhat  interrupted  by  the 
loan  of  Dr.  Mary  Price  and  of  Nurse  Reed  to  the  Brighton  Health  Department 
in  the  Autumn  of  1955  to  augment  the  staff  dealing  with  the  outbreak  of 
poliomyelitis.  In  spite  of  their  absence  the  routine  medical  inspections  were 
kept  up  at  as  high  a rate  as  possible. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a Pure-Tone  Audiometer  was  acquired.  This 
instrument  should  lead  to  a more  accurate  ascertainment  of  the  partially-deaf 
child.  I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude  to  the  Surgeons 
of  the  Audiology  Centre  at  the  Brighton  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital  for 
their  advice  and  interest.  A tape-recording  machine  has  also  been  made 
available  for  use  in  special  departments. 

For  the  last  two  years  the  British  Post-Graduate  Medical  Federation  have 
held  a session  at  the  Central  School  Clinic  in  connection  with  the  General 
Practitioners’  Refresher  Course  which  is  normally  held  three  times  a year. 
The  Deputy  Principal  School  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Nelson,  arranges  this  and 
talks  to  the  doctors  on  School  Health  matters.  He  is  ably  supported  by  the 
Principal  School  Dental  Officer  and  the  Senior  Speech  Therapist.  It  is  felt 
that  this  is  a small  but  significant  contribution  to  Public  Health-General 
Practitioner  liaison,  even  though  the  effects  may  be  felt  outside  our  town. 

In  presenting  this  report  I wish  to  mention  the  continuing  interest  of  the 
Committee  in  the  work  of  the  Service. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  S.  PARKER, 

Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 
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EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BRIGHTON 
Members  of  committees  as  at  31st  December,  1955 
EDUCATION  COMMITTEE 


Chairman:  Councillor  E.  W.  Kippin 


His  Worship  the  Mayor 

(Alderman  J.  A.  Trevelyan  Leak,  j.p.) 

Alderman  T.  P.  Cullen 
,,  W.  G.  Dudeney 

,,  Miss  D.  E.  Stringer 

,,  Chas.  H.  Tyson,  b.sc. 

Councillor  D.  S.  Y.  Baker,  m.b.e. 

,,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Bevis 

,,  W.  H.  G.  Button 

,,  S.  D.  Deason 

,,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Edwards 

,,  G.  FitzGerald 

,,  C.  R.  Gerrard 

,,  G.  T,  Head 

,,  Mr <5.  E.  M.  Hider 


Councillor  A.  J.  Sadler 
,,  J.  C.  Sherrott 

,,  Miss  E.  M.  Short,  m.r.s.t. 

,,  Miss  J.  M.  K.  Simmons,  m.a. 

,,  W.  C.  Tompsett 

,,  E.  H.  White 

The  Rev.  Canon  D.  H.  Booth,  m.b.e.,  m.a. 
The  Rev.  R.  W.  R.  Cook,  b.a. 

Mr.  E.  W.  R.  Ede,  m.b.e. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Fitzgerald 
Mrs.  S.  Fowler 
Mrs.  M.  G.  Mills,  m.a. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Perkins,  m.a. 

The  Rev.  W.  A.  Smith 
Mr.  F.  A.  Steel 


SCHOOLS  SERVICES  SUB-COMMITTEE 
Chairman:  Councillor  D.  S.  Y.  Baker.  M.B.E. 


His  Worship  the  Mayor 

(Alderman  J.  A.  Trevelyan  Leak,  j.: 
Councillor  Mrs.  Bevis 
,,  Button 

,,  Mrs.  Edwards 

,,  Head 

,,  Mrs.  Hider 

,,  Kippin 


Councillor  Miss  Short,  m.r.s.t. 
'.)  ,,  Tompsett 

,,  White 
Mr.  Ede,  m.b.e. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald 
Mrs.  Fowler 
Mr.  Perkins,  m.a. 


SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE  AND  EMPLOYMENT  BRANCH  SUB-COMMITTEE 
Chairman:  Mr,  E.  W.  R.  Ede,  M.B.E. 


Councillor  Baker,  m.b.e. 

Councillor  Tompsett 

,,  Button 

Miss  Blackman 

,,  Deason 

Mr.  Fitzgerald 

,,  Mrs.  Edwards 

Mr.  Markham 

,,  Head 

Mr.  Potter,  b.a. 

,,  Kippin 

Mrs.  Tilney 

,,  Miss  Short,  m.r.s.t. 

Mr.  Wheeler 

MANAGERS  OF  THE  BRIGHTON  DAY  SPECIAL  SCHOOL  FOR 
EDUCATIONALLY  SUB-NORMAL  CHILDREN 


Chairman:  Councillor  W.  H.  G.  Button 


His  Worship  the  Mayor 

(Alderman  J.  A.  Trevelyan  Leak,  j.p.) 
Alderman  Hay 

,,  Robbins  ’ 

,,  Miss  Stringer 
Councillor  Baker,  m.b.e. 

,,  Mrs.  Bevis 
„ Gerrard 


Councillor  Mrs.  Hay 
,,  Head 

,,  Kippin 

,,  Sadler 

,,  Miss  Short,  m.r.s.t. 

Mrs.  Branford 
Mr.  Ede,  m.b.e. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald 


SCHOOLS  SERVICES  (APPOINTMENTS)  BRANCH  SUB-COMMITTEE 


Councillor  Button 
,,  Head 

,,  IVIrs.  Hider 


Chairman:  Councillor  Baker,  M.B.E. 

Councillor  Kippin 
Mr.  Ede,  m.b.e. 

Mr.  Perkins,  M.A.  ' 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE  STAFF 


Medical  Officers 


W.  S.  PARKER,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  I..R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  Principal  School 

Medical  Officer. 

I.  D.  M.  NELSON,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  Deputy  Principal  School  Medical  Officer. 
L.  B.  PETERS,  M.B.,  B.S.,  Senior  School  Medical  Officer. 

L.  D.  WILLIAMS,  T.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.,  School  Medical  Officer. 

MARY  C.  PRICE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  C.P.H.,  School  Medical  Officer. 

J.  A.  CHOLMELEY,  F.R.C.S.,  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  "I  Part-time 

B.  THORNE-THORNE,  M.B.,  B.Chir.,  M.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.O.  /Specialists 


Dental  Officers 


D.  MACKAY,  L.D.S.,  U.St.  And.,  Principal  School  Dental  Officer. 

B.  A.  RILOT,  L.D.S.R.C.S.,  School  Dental  Officer. 

PAULINE  OSIS,  D.D.D.,  School  Dental  Officer. 

R.  H.  THOSEBY,  L.D.S.R.C.S.,  School  Dental  Officer. 

P.  A.  CHANDLER,  L.D.S.R.C.S.,  School  Dental  Officer  (to  30-6-55). 

RUBY  PARNABY,  L.D.S.R.C.S.,  School  Dental  Officer  (from  13-6-55  to  20-12-55). 
N.  R.  W.  SPACER,  M.B.,  D.A.,  F.F.A.R.C.S.,  Anaesthetist  (part-time). 


Speech  Clinic 


Miss  A.  McILROY,  L.C.S.T.  (to  20-5-55). 
Miss  V.  ROBINSON,  L.C.S.T.  (from  9-5-55). 
Miss  M.  GODFREY.  L.C.S.T.  (from  1-9-55). 


Orthopaedic  Clinic 


Miss  J.  M.  GOLDSMITH,  M.C.S.P.,  Senior  Physiotherapist. 
Mrs.  D.  McNULTY,  M.C.S.P.,  Assistant  Physiotherapist. 


School  Nurses 


Miss  A.  Webber*,  Senior  School  Nurse 
Mrs.  M.  Reed 
Miss  A.  Orridge* 


Mrs.  A.  Turner* 

Miss  E.  Watterson*  (from  1-9-55) 


*Health  Visitors  Certificate. 


Clerical  Staff 


Mr.  F.  N.  Wright 
Miss  V.  I.  Nanscawen 
Miss  C.  Green  (Senior  Clerk) 


Mrs.  P.  Bellis 

Miss  A.  Major  (to  5-11-55) 

Miss  D.  Shier  (from  7-11-55) 


Dental  Attendants 


Miss  D.  Silver,  Senior  Dental  Attendant 
Mrs.  P.  ITaine 

Mrs.  D.  Morley  (full-time  to  5-11-55; 


Miss  E.  Gyles 

Miss  A.  Potter  (from  1-6-55) 
Miss  A.  Major  (from  7-11-55) 


part-time  from  7-1 1-55) 
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Number  of  schools  maintained  by  the  Brighton  Education  Authority  in 
July,  1955,  and  the  attendance  of  children  thereat  during  the  educational 


year  1954-55: 

No.  of 

Average 

number 

Average 

Percentage 

schools 

on  registers 

attendance  of  attendance 

County  Secondary 

16 

6,362 

5,827 

91.6 

Voluntary  Secondary 

1 

272 

240 

88.2 

County  Primary 

34 

11,396 

10,142 

89.0 

V oluntary  Primary ... 

14 

2,621 

2,324 

88.7 

65 

20,651 

18,533 

89.7 

Day  Special  School  for  E.S.N. 

Children  ... 

1 

99 

90 

90.9 

Nursery  

2 

80 

68 

85.0 

Brighton,  Hove  and  Sussex 

Grammar  (Jointly  main- 
tained by  Brighton  and 

East  Sussex  Education 

Authorities)  

1 

520* 

491 

94.4 

"*^244  pupils  belong  to  Brighton 
265  pupils  belong  to  East  Sussex 
1 1 pupils  belong  to  other  education  authorities. 


MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS  IN  1955 

The  arrangements  made  by  the  Authority  for  the  medical  inspection  of  pupils 
attending  schools  maintained  by  the  Authority  are  those  prescribed  in  Regula- 
tion 10  (1)  {a)  of  the  School  Health  Service  and  Handicapped  Pupils ’Regulations, 
1953,  which  requires: — 

“a  general  medical  inspection  of  every  pupil  on  not  less  than  three  occasions 
at  appropriate  intervals  during  the  period  of  his  compulsory  school  age 
and  other  medical  inspections  of  any  pupil  on  such  occasions  as  may  be 
necessary  or  desirable: 

Provided  that  there  may  be  fewer  than  three  general  medical  inspections 
for  any  pupil  who  attends  schools  maintained  by  the  Authority  for  less 
than  the  period  of  his  compulsory  school  age  or,  if  the  Minister  approves, 
for  all  pupils.’’ 


[a) 

Children  inspected  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  date  of 
admission  to  a maintained  school  for  the  first  time 

2,320 

(b) 

Children  inspected  during  the  last  year  of  their  attendance  at  a 
maintained  Primary  School 

2,159 

[0) 

Children  inspected  during  the  last  year  of  their  attendance  at  a 
maintained  Secondary  School 

1,741 

6,220 

Additional  Periodic  Inspections  ... 

1,253 

Grand  Total  

7,473 

(Total  for  1954  

7,137) 
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The  percentage  of  the  routine  medical  inspection  groups  referred  for  treat- 
ment (excluding  defects  of  nutrition,  uncleanliness  and  dental  diseases)  were 


as  follows: — 

Entrants 

22.37% 

Intermediates  ... 

...  17.04% 

Leavers... 

...  11.54% 

Additional 

18.67% 

The  number  of  pupils  found  at  periodic 
ment  for  defective  vision  were: 

medical  inspection  to  require  treat- 

Entrants 

19 

Intermediates 

98 

Leavers 

47 

Additional  ... 

33 

Total 

197 

The  attendance  of  parents  at  school  medical  inspections  during  1955  was 
good.  92%  of  parents  attended  the  initial  examination  of  entrants;  77%  j 
attended  the  intermediate  examination,  and  17%  attended  the  medical  I 
examination  of  school  leavers.  i 

The  general  condition  of  the  pupils  continues  to  be  satisfactory:  only  0.97%  j 
were  considered  in  poor  condition.  The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  , 
of  pupils  whose  general  condition  was  assessed  as  good,  fair  (or  average),  and  | 


poor  for  the  last  3 years: — - 

Fair 

Year 

Good 

[average) 

Poor 

1953 

72.38% 

26.34% 

1.27% 

1954 

68.61% 

29.82% 

1.57% 

1955 

68.  0% 

31.02% 

0.97% 

Special  inspections: — 

Pupils  presented  by  a teacher  or %in  schools...  ...  ...  74 

parent  for  suspected  defect  \in  clinics  ...  ...  ...  834 

Other  special  inspections  for  mental  and  physical  defects, 

employment,  boarded-out  children,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  2,731 

3,639 

Re-inspection  of  pupils  previously  found  to  have  some  defect: — 

in  schools  ...  ...  3,944 

in  clinics  ...  ...  544 

4,488 

The  continuity  of  work  was  disturbed  at  the  end  of  the  year  by  a doctor 
and  a nurse  being  employed  almost  exclusively  for  some  time  to  deal  with  an  , 
outbreak  of  poliomyelitis.  Despite  this,  medical  inspections  in  schools  were 
completed  except  in  one  instance. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  of  school-children: — 

Primary  injections  ...  ...  124  ■ 

Re-inforcing  doses  ...  ...  1,754  | 
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Central  and  Branch  Clinics 


Clinic 

Times  of  Attendance 

Work  Undertaken 

Central  School  Clinic, 

Sussex  Street: 

Full-time 

Centre  for  examination  of 
special  cases,  ophthalmic, 
orthopaedic  and  speech 
clinics.  Inspection,  minor 

ailment  and  immunisation 
clinics.  Routine  dental  treat- 
ment and  dental  treatment 
of  emergency  cases.  General 
anaesthetics  and  dental 
radiography.  Infant  Welfare 
appointments. 

Branch  Medical  Clinics: 

Moulsecoomb  C.S.  Boys' 
School 

Thursday  afternoons 

Minor  ailment  (Nurse  only) 

Whitehawk  C.S.  Boys' 

School 

Friday  afternoons 

Minor  ailment  (Nurse  only) 

Patcham  Infants'  School 

Alternate  Wednesday 
afternoons 

Minor  ailment  (Nurse  only) 

Carden  Infants'  School 

Alternate  Wednesday 
afternoons 

Minor  ailment  (Nurse  only) 

Carden  Junior  School 

Monday  and  Friday 
afternoons 

Speech  therapy 

Whitehawk  Infant  Welfare 

Tuesday  all  day 

Speech  therapy 

Centre 

Moulsecoomb  C.S.  Girls' 

Wednesday  all  day 

Speech  therapy 

School 

Balfour  C.P.  School 

Thursday  afternoons 

Speech  therapy 

Branch  Dental  Clinics: 

Carden  Junior  School 

Tuesday  all  day 

Emergency  cases, 

routine  appointments. 

Infant  Welfare  appointments 

ditto 

Wednesday  mornings 

Routine  appointments. 

ditto 

Friday  all  day 

Emergency  cases,  routine 
appointments. 

Whitehawk  Infant  Welfare 
Centre 

Monday  all  day 

Emergency  cases,  routine 
appointments.  Infant 
Welfare  appointments. 

ditto 

Wednesday  afternoons 

Routine  appointments. 

ditto 

Thursday  all  day 

Emergency  cases,  routine 
appointments. 

Moulsecoomb  Villa,  Infant 
Welfare  Centre 

Monday  all  day 

Routine  appointments.  Infant 
Welfare  appointments. 

ditto 

Tuesday  all  day 

Emergency  cases,  routine 
appointments. 

ditto 

Thursday  all  day 

Routine  appointments. 

ditto 

Friday  all  day 

Emergency  cases, 

routine  appointments. 

Child  Guidance  Clinic, 

Princes  Street: 

Tuesday  all  day 
Thursday  all  day 

Child  Guidance. 

Cleansing  Station, 

Circus  Street: 

Full-time 

Scabies  and  verminous 
treatment. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  TREATMENT 

Inspection  Clinics: 

These  are  held  twice  weekly.  During  the  year  834  children  made  1,034 
attendances.  These  children  were  referred  for  treatment  when  necessary  to 
their  private  practitioners,  to  the  minor  ailment  or  specialist  clinics  or  to  the 
local  hospitals.  In  a number  of  cases,  however,  the  clinic  acts  in  a purely 
advisory  capacity  and  so  helps  in  reheving  parental  anxiety. 
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Minor  Ailments  Clinics: 

Number  of  cases  treated 2,644 

Total  number  of  attendances  9,121 

The  following  table  gives  the  various  defects  treated: 
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Defective  Vision: 

At  the  ophthalmic  clinic,  44  sessions  were  held  by  the  consultant  ophthalmic 
surgeon.  641  refractions  were  carried  out  and  glasses  prescribed  for  460  children. 
The  remainder  either  had  suitable  spectacles,  did  not  require  them,  or 
required  other  forms  of  treatment  for  which  they  were  referred  to  the  minor 
ailment  clinic  or  for  further  investigation  at  the  Sussex  Eye  Hospital. 

At  the  Sussex  Eye  Hospital,  children  suffering  from  squint  made  910  attend- 
ances to  see  the  ophthalmic  surgeons  and  360  spectacles  were  prescribed. 
2,959  attendances  were  made  at  the  orthoptic  department  and  112  new  cases 
were  seen  during  the  year;  58  children  had  operative  treatment. 

Nose  and  Throat  Defects: 

AVI  pupils  were  referred  for  disease  of  the  nose  and  throat  (nearly  all  with 
chronic  tonsillitis  and  adenoids)  and  423  were  recorded  for  observation.  894 
pupils  received  operative  treatment  for  these  conditions  at  local  hospitals. 
The  long  waiting  list  is  being  reduced. 

Cardiac  Clinic: 

During  the  year  38  new  cases  were  referred  to  this  clinic  and  details  of  types  of 
defects  found  is  given  below.  68  re-examinations  were  carried  out,  33  being 
girls  and  35  being  boys. 


Table  of  Types  of  Heart  Defect  seen  during  the  year 


Infants 

Juniors 

Seniors 

Total 

Congenital  pulmonary  stenosis 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

Septal  defect 

1 

3 

- 

4 

Incidental  and  innocent  murmurs 

5 

5 

4 

14 

Slight  lesion 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Heart  healthy  ...  ...  ...  ... 

7 

8 

3 

18 

15 

16 

7 

38 

Infestation: 

The  figures  for  this  year  compare  somewhat  unfavourably  with  those  for  1954. 
495  individual  pupils  were  found  to  be  infested  against  436.  This  is  no  doubt 
related  to  the  fact  that  for  long  periods  we  have  been  working  with  4 instead  of  5 
nurses.  Severe  infestation  is  a rarity. 

The  Cleansing  Centre  functioned  at  the  Circus  Street  premises.  The  incidence 
of  scabies  continued  at  a very  low  level,  7 cases  being  recorded  as  against  5 for 
last  year. 


Cleansing  Centre 

Number  of  individual  pupils  treated 

314 

Number  of  cases  

729 

Number  of  re-examinations 

301 

N umber  of  scabies  treated ... 

7 

Nurses’  Inspections: 

Cleanliness  examinations  of  children  in  schools  . 

,..  40,199 

Visits  to  School  Departments 

901 

Home  visits  ...  

671 

7-year  vision  testing  in  school 

1,024 

Handicapped  Pupils: 

The  ascertainment  of  children  requiring  special  educational  treatment 
proceeded  throughout  the  year.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
children  recommended  in  the  various  categories  requiring  education  at  special 
schools: — 
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(a)  Blind  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(d)  Partially-sighted  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(c)  Deaf  1 

(d)  Partially-deaf  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(e)  Educationally  Sub-Normal  ...  ...  33 

(/)  Epileptic 1 

(g)  Maladjusted  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(k)  Physically  Handicapped ...  0 

(j)  Delicate 14 

In  addition,  9 children  were  also  classified  as  educationally  sub-normal  and 
recommended  for  special  educational  treatment  at  ordinary  schools.  One 
educationally  sub-normal  child  who  was  attending  an  ordinary  school  with 
special  educational  treatment  was  recommended  for  transfer  to  a special  school. 

During  the  year  8 children,  7 physically  handicapped  and  1 epileptic,  were 
recommended  either  for  tuition  at  home  or  for  admission  to  the  Coombe  Road 
Special  Class.  Most  of  these  children  are  undergoing  a course  of  treatment  or 
awaiting  operation,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  due  course  they  will  be  able  to 
attend  an  ordinary  school. 


Handicapped  Children  maintained  hy  the  Brighton  Education  Committee  in 
Residential  Special  Schools  and  Independent  Schools  as  at  31s^  December,  1955. 


NAME  OF  SCHOOL 

Blind 

Partially 

Sighted 

Deaf 

Partially 

Deaf 

Educationally 

Sub-Normal 

Maladjusted 

Delicate 

Physically 

Handicapped 

Speech 

Defects 

Epileptic 

Total 

{a)  Recognised  Schools: 

Barclay 

- 

1 

1 

Blatchington  Court... 

- 

2 

2 

Chaigeley 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Ciceley  Haughton  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Dedisham 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Hinwick  Hall 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

Holy  Cross  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Lingfield 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Meath  Home 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Nutfield  Priory 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Oak  Bank 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Pawling  Home 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 _ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pilgrims 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Port  Regis  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 “ 

- 

1 

Portley  House 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Rayners 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

~ 1 

~ 

- 

1 

River  House... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Ro3^al  London  Society 

2 

2 

Royal  School,  Margate 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Rudolf  Memorial 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

St.  Catherine's 

_ 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

St.  Dominic’s 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

St.  Francis,  Dorset  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

St.  Francis,  Birmingham  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

St.  Joseph’s  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

St.  Mary’s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

St.  Michael’s... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

- 

— 

1 

St.  Vincent’s... 

- 

- 

- 

' - 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Ovingdean  ... 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Staplefield  Place 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Sunshine  Flomc 

1 

— 

1 

{h)  Independent  Schools; 

Hamilton  Lodge 

- 

, - 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Horncastlc  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

I^eredur. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

■ - 

1 

St.  Michael’s... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Widdicombe  House... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Totals  ... 

3 

3 

15 

7 

4 

12 

14 

4 

- 

1 

63 

Note. — This  return  docs  not  include  children  in  day  special,  hospital  special  or  camp 
schools. 


11 


Woodside  Day  Special  School  for  Educationally  Suh- Normal  Pupils: 

The  new  special  school  was  opened  during  the  Autumn  term  of  1955. 

The  school  is  built  to  accommodate  160  boys  and  girls,  a proportion  of 
whom  will  be  admitted  from  the  East  Sussex  area.  There  are  two  general 
age  groups,  i.e.  Juniors  to  10,  and  Seniors  10-16,  classes  being  restricted  to  a 
maximum  of  20  children. 

The  following  points  are  peculiar  to  this  school  and  are  worthy  of  special 
mention: 

(a)  The  assembly  hall  is  of  cruciform  shape  to  facilitate  use  for  varying 
activities. 

[h)  The  kitchen  serves  direct  into  two  wings  of  this  cruciform  hall,  as 
part  of  this  hall,  for  economical  reasons,  is  also  the  dining  room. 
One  leg  of  the  cruciform  shape  is  also  allocated  for  use  as  the  library 
and  this  section  of  the  hall  can  also  be  curtained  off  and  used  as  the 
site  for  a moveable  stage  for  school  plays  etc. 

(c)  The  boys’  and  girls’  changing  rooms  for  use  in  connection  with  out- 
door games  and  P.T.  also  lead  directly  off  this  hall.  The  boys’  changing 
room  is  provided  with  four  shower  baths  and  that  for  the  girls  wdth 
three  shower  baths  and  one  slipper  bath.  These  changing  rooms  are 
planned  in  close  proximity  with  the  Medical  Inspection  Room  to 
provide  waiting  facilities. 

(d)  The  classrooms  of  600  sq.  ft.  are  larger  than  would  be  provided  in 
ordinary  schools  but  this  is  considered  to  be  necessary  on  account  of 
the  fact  that  a large  proportion  of  the  work  in  this  type  of  school 
will  be  of  a practical  nature.  Each  room  has  a bias  towards  a particular 
craft,  i.e.  basket  work,  rug  making  and  the  built-in  furniture  in 
these  rooms  has  been  specially  designed  to  accommodate  the  require- 
ments of  these  crafts.  Very  special  consideration  has  been  given  to 
the  two  practical  rooms.  One  is  intended  for  use  of  the  boys  and  the 
other  for  the  girls. 

{e)  The  girls’  practical  room  has  been  planned  in  units,  each  to  accom- 
modate groups  of  four  or  five  girls.  Each  girl  can  be  taught  the 
practical  side  of  housekeeping  in  the  conditions  approximately  the 
same  as  those  found  in  the  normal  working  class  residence.  For 
this  purpose  three  unit  kitchens  are  provided  and  one  utility  room 
and  one  bathroom.  These  kitchens  are  partly  partitioned  off  from 
the  main  central  part  of  this  room  which  can  be  used  and  furnished 
as  a living-dining  room.  It  can  also  be  used  for  more  academic  subjects 
by  the  whole  class  of  20.  The  whole  layout  is  planned  in  such  a way 
that  the  teacher  in  the  central  living-dining-tuition  area,  can  readily 
supervise  the  activities  of  the  children  in  the  unit  kitchens. 

(/)  The  boys’  craft  room  is  planned  so  that  the  main  central  area  can  be 
used  for  general  craft  and  tuition  work.  The  remainder  of  the  room  is 
divided  into  two  by  means  of  a store.  One  part  will  be  laid  out  for 
woodwork  and  the  other  part  for  boot  repairs  or  some  similar  activity. 

[g)  The  lavatory  accommodation  is  dispersed  in  small  units  throughout 
the  building  giving  accommodation  for  both  sexes  conveniently 
adjoining  the  various  rooms.  Lavatory  basins  are  provided  in  the 
junior  part  of  the  school,  including  the  reception  classroom,  within 
the  area  of  the  classroom.  Each  room  has  two  wash  basins  and  one 
sink,  the  sink  being  used  for  general  and  washing  purposes.  In  the 
senior  section  of  the  school  the  wash  basins  are  provided  adj  oining  the 
sanitary  accommodation. 
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(A)  Coat  hanging  facilities  are  provided  in  the  circulation  space  adjoining 
the  lavatory  accommodation.  The  school  has  been  planned  to  provide 
attractive  rooms  for  the  children:  each  tuition  room  has  windows  on 
both  sides  in  order  to  provide  adequate  natural  ventilation  and 
lighting. 

(i)  The  storage  accommodation  has  been  limited  to  a minimum,  being 
provided  only  in  connection  with  the  practical  rooms  in  the  senior 
department  and  also  in  the  reception  classroom.  On  account  of  the 
large  amount  of  practical  work  which  it  is  anticipated  will  be  carried 
out  in  all  the  tuition  rooms,  built-in  cupboards  have  been  provided 
along  at  least  one  side  of  each  room  up  to  window  sill  height.  This 
is  considered  more  suitable  for  storage  purposes  than  the  provision 
of  an  actual  store  room.  The  tops  of  these  cupboards  may  be  used 
for  display  purposes. 

(j)  The  paved  playground  area  is  approximately  930  sq.  yds.  It  is  con- 
sidered that  the  remainder  of  the  site  is  too  steeply  sloping  for  the 
layout  of  playing  fields  and  pitches.  The  ground  will  be  used  for 
gardening  and  agricultural  pursuits. 

The  number  on  the  school  roll  as  at  31st  December,  was  127. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  DEPARTMENT 

Mr.  J.  a.  Cholmeley,  f.r.c.s..  Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 

The  good  work  has  gone  on  as  before  and  the  treatment  of  various  conditions, 
usually  painful  in  nature,  has  been  enhanced  by  the  use  of  short  wave  treatment. 

Physiotherapists  also  pay  visits  to  schools  to  establish  liaison  with  the  physical 
education  instructors.  Advice  can  also  be  given  where  a simple  orthopaedic 
condition  can  be  remedied  by  physical  education. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  the  excellent  co-operation  of  parents  on  the  whole, 
especially  where  exercises  have  to  be  carried  out  at  home.  Not  to  carry  out 
exercises  in  the  home  when  necessary  is  comparable  to  trying  to  learn  to  play 
the  piano  on  a half-hour  lesson  per  week  with  no  practice  in  between. 


The  number  of  children  treated  for  the  different  Departments  was: 


1. 

Education  Department 

1954 

Number  of  children  treated 

1,060 

(1,176) 

Total  number  of  attendances 

5,183 

(6,838) 

Number  discharged  (not  including  Surgeon’s  cases) 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department 

204 

(278) 

Number  of  children  treated  ... 

414 

(450) 

Total  number  of  attendances 

2,173 

(2,561) 

2. 

Number  discharged  (not  including  Surgeon’s  cases) 
Surgeon’s  Sessions 

101 

(41) 

Number  of  sessions  ... 

25 

(25) 

Number  of  new  cases  referred  from  School  Clinic  ... 

62 

(98) 

Number  discharged  ... 

Number  of  new  cases  referred  from  M.  & C.W. 

73 

(59) 

Department 

53 

(53) 

Number  discharged  ... 

55 

(39) 

3. 

Number  of  re-examinations  ... 

Swimming  Bath  Exercises 

434 

(431) 

Number  of  sessions 

21 

(20) 

Number  of  children  ... 

55 

(56) 

Number  of  attendances 

470 

(467) 

4. 

In-Patient  Treatment  at  R.N.O.H.,  Stanmore,  Middlesex 

Ifducation 

13 

(25) 

M.  & C.W 

18 

(6) 
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Speech  Clinic 

The  speech  therapy  section  has  functioned  under  difficulties  during  the  year. 
Miss  Mcllroy  worked  singlehanded  before  her  resignation  in  June.  Miss  Robin- 
son, appointed  in  May,  continued  singlehanded  until  the  appointment  of  Miss 
Godfrey  in  September.  In  consequence  the  number  of  attendances  show  a 
marked  decline.  A smaller  number  of  children  were  treated  and  the 
waiting  list  increased  substantially.  The  four  branch  clinics  also  suffered  but 
are  now  open  again  and  showing  good  attendance  figures. 

Many  of  the  schools  have  been  visited  and,  with  only  a very  few  exceptions, 
close  co-operation  established.  Much  time  has  also  been  spent  inteiAdewing 
parents  whose  active  collaboration  is  essential  in  the  treatment  of  aU  the 
children. 

The  year  ended  with  the  welcome  arrival  of  a new  tape  recorder.  This  most 
valuable  addition  to  the  equipment  has  already  proved  particularly  helpful 
in  the  ear  training  work. 


Number  of  children  treated  

302 

1954 

(316) 

Number  of  new  cases 

113 

(113) 

Total  number  of  attendances  ... 

3,603 

(4,495) 

Number  on  waiting  list  as  at  31st  December... 

24 

Number  discharged  

97 

(152) 

Discharged  cured  ... 

Discharged  N.A.D.  

Own  discharge  (lack  of  attendance  or  treat- 
ment refused) 

Left  district  or  school 

Details  of  types  of  cases  treated  during  the  year 

61 

16 

15 

5 

included: — 

Dyslalia  (faulty  articulation) 

119 

Stammer 

89 

Sigmatism  (lisp) 

60 

Cleft  Palate 

13 

Nasal  speech  ... 

12 

Dysarthria 

6 

Alalia  ... 

3 

NUTRITION 

Meals 

The  total  number  of  school  meals  served  during  1955  was  1,606,439  com- 
pared with  1,559,323  during  1954. 

In  December,  1955,  meals  were  being  cooked  at  20  schools  and  at  one  central 
kitchen. 

One  of  the  two  central  kitchens  was  closed  on  the  18th  June,  1955,  and  the 
dining  centres  previously  supplied  by  that  kitchen  now  receive  dinners  from 
school  canteens  where  the  capacity  exceeded  the  output.  Apart  from  the 
financial  saving  there  has  been  a considerable  improvement  in  the  standard  of 
meals  supplied  to  the  dining  centres  from  the  smaller  kitchens;  the  food  does 
not  remain  in  the  containers  so  long,  the  meals  are  hotter  and  there  is  a greater 
variety  as  the  food  is  cooked  in  smaller  quantities  than  at  a Central  Kitchen. 
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Milk 

The  number  of  children  receiving  milk  on  a given  day  in  September,  1955, 
was  17,212  (20,275  children  at  school),  compared  with  17,282  in  October, 
1954  (20,408  children  at  school). 


YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT 

Liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Youth  Employment  Bureau.  This  is  particu- 
larly valuable  where  seriously  handicapped  children  may  find  difficulty  in 
finding  a place  on  the  labour  market. 


DENTAL  REPORT 

Mr.  D.  Mackay,  the  Principal  School  Dental  Officer,  reports  as  follows: — 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  the  work  of  the  department  was  carried  out 
by  five  full-time  dental  surgeons.  When  Mr.  Chandler  left  to  take  up  an 
appointment  with  another  authority  at  the  end  of  June  a suitable  full-time 
replacement  for  the  vacant  post  was  not  available.  Mrs.  Parnaby  joined  the 
staff  as  a part-time  dental  officer  at  this  time  and  worked  five  sessions  each 
week  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  children  under  school 
age  was  carried  out  on  one  session  each  week  reserved  for  the  care  of  these 
patients;  all  the  other  sessions  were  devoted  to  the  inspection  and  treatment 
of  children  attending  the  Primary  and  Secondary  Schools  together  with  scholars 
of  the  Varndean  Grammar  Schools. 

During  the  year  15,504  school  children  were  examined  at  the  routine  dental 
inspections  and  9,841  were  found  to  require  treatment.  Although  the  parents  of 
2,014  of  these  children  refused  the  offer  of  treatment  through  the  school  service 
it  was  found  that  many  in  this  group  had  received  attention  from  practitioners 
in  the  General  Dental  Service.  The  number  of  children  referred  for  routine 
treatment  at  the  school  clinic  was  7,827.  The  total  number  of  children  treated 
was  6,200  and  14,118  attendances  (4,361  of  them  at  the  Branch  clinics)  were 
made  by  these  patients  for  treatment. 

The  number  of  children  with  irregular  teeth  who  were  treated  by  extraction 
was  88;  19  temporary  and  98  permanent  teeth  were  removed  to  remedy  over- 
crowding. In  addition  27  deformities  requiring  the  use  of  apparatus  were 
treated  and  28  appliances  were  fitted  to  correct  alignment  of  the  teeth  of  these 
patients;  other  children  requiring  prolonged  treatment  over  a period  of  years 
were  referred  to  the  Orthodontist  at  the  Royal  Alexandra  Hospital.  Close 
co-operation  exists  between  the  two  services  and  specialist  advice  is  readily 
available  when  required  for  cases  treated  in  our  own  clinics. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  cases  requiring  surgical  “in  patient”  treatmen:). 
to  have  the  necessary  operations  done  by  the  Consultant  Surgeon  at  the  Royaj 
Sussex  County  Hospital. 

The  specialist  anaesthetist  who  attends  during  one  session  each  week,  has 
been  administering  "Trilene”  and  “Vinesthene”,  as  additional  anaesthetics 
for  young  children,  with  particularly  good  results. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  patients,  both  young  and  old,  to  feel  apprehensive 
about  the  use  of  the  dental  drill.  Local  anaesthetics  are  useful  to  allay  discom- 
fort during  cavity  preparation,  but  they  also  cause  uneasiness  in  young  patients. 
Twenty  years  ago  we  used  the  “water  jet”  when  drilling  to  eliminate  pain, 
but  the  operation  was  a hazardous  one  both  for  patient  and  dentist.  Although 
there  was  freedom  from  pain  a .slight  misdirection  of  the  “water  jet’Trequently 
gave  ri.se  to  a “shower  b^ith”  for  patient  and  operator.  Modern  “water  jet” 
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technique  incorporates  a very  fine  spray  fed  from  a special  atomizer  on  through 
the  head  of  the  engine  handpiece  directly  on  to  the  drill.  The  “water  jet”  in  its 
new  form  is  now  in  demand  by  discerning  patients. 

Special  restrictive  operative  measures,  of  a precautionary  nature,  were 
introduced  during  the  period  when  there  were  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  town. 

X-Rays  were  taken  for  132  dental  patients  and  47  for  orthopaedic  cases  for 
diagnostic  purposes. 

Grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  to  the  members  of  the  teaching  profession 
for  their  co-operation  and  kindly  help  with  our  work  throughout  the  year. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1955 

TABLE  I 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pupils  Attending  Maintained  Primary  and 
Secondary  Schools  (including  Special  Schools). 


A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

Age  Groups  inspected  and  Number  of  Children  in  each: 

Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,320 

Last  year  of  attendance  at  a Primary  School  ...  ...  ...  2,159 

Last  year  of  attendance  at  a Secondary  School  ...  ...  ...  1,741 

Total  6,220 

Additional  Periodic  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ,253 

Grand  Total  7,473 


B.- — Other  Inspections 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,639 

Number  of  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,488 

Total  8,127 


C. — Pupils  found  to  require  Treatment 

Number  of  individual  Pupils  found  at  Periodic  Medical  Inspection  to  require 
treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases  and  Infestation  with  Vermin). 


Age  Groups 

Inspected 

For  defective 
vision  (excluding 
squint) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  IIa 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Entrants 

19 

502 

519 

Last  yesiT  at  a Primary  school 

98 

278 

368 

Last  year  at  a Secondary  school 

47 

165 

201 

Total  

164 

945 

1,088 

Additional  Periodic  Inspections 

33 

208 

234 

Grand  Total 

197 

1 

1,153 

1,322 
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TABLE  II 

A. — Return  of  Defects  found  hy  Medical  Inspections  in  the  year  ended 

3lst  December,  1955 


Periodic  XT' 

No.  of  ( 

ISPECTIONS 

iefects 

Special  Ii 

No.  of 

JSPECTIONS 

defects 

Defect 

Code 

No. 

Defect  or  Disease 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not  re- 
quiring 
treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not  re- 
quiring 
treatment 

(5) 

4 

Skin 

33 

32 

25 

2 

5 

Eyes: 

{a)  Vision  ... 

197 

88 

141 

94 

{h)  Squint... 

108 

39 

30 

2 

(c)  Other  ... 

2 

14 

12 

13 

6 

Ears: 

(a)  Hearing 

10 

38 

15 

5 

\h)  Otitis  Media  ... 

4 

7 

1 

- 

(c)  Other  ... 

1 

7 

11 

J2 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

321 

386 

126 

31 

8 

Speech... 

48 

14 

56 

9 

9 

Cervical  Glands 

4 

29 

4 

5 

10 

Heart  and  Circulation 

26 

134 

11 

7 

11 

Lungs  

82 

168 

90 

29 

12 

Development: 

(a)  Hernia... 

2 

3 

_ 

(6)  Other  ... 

8 

85 

- 

- 

13 

Orthopaedic: 

(a)  Posture 

148 

51 

29 

6 

(bj  Elat  Foot 

175 

67 

33 

5 

(c)  Other  

220 

154 

83 

17 

14 

Nervous  System: 

(a)  Epilepsy 

3 

13 

2 

6 

(b)  Other 

6 

92 

11 

14 

15 

Psychological: 

(a)  Development  ... 

2 

6 

52 

10 

(b)  Stability 

6 

13 

15 

11 

16 

Other  ... 

13 

42 

60 

62 

B. — Classification  of  the  General  Condition  of  Pupils  inspected  during  the 

year  in  the  Age  Groups 


1 

1 

Age  Groups 

Number 
of  Pupils 
Inspected 

(Gc 

)od) 

] 

(Fj 

3 

rir) 

C 

(Poor) 

No. 

%of 
col.  2 

No. 

%of 
col.  2 

No. 

%of 
col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants 

2,320 

1,565 

67.46 

720 

31.03 

35 

1.51 

Last  year  at  a Primary 

school 

2,159 

1,487 

68.87 

652 

30.20 

20 

0.93 

Last  year  at  a Secondary 

school 

1,741 

1,173 

67.37 

556 

31.93 

12 

0.69 

Additional  Periodic 

Inspections 

1,253 

857 

68.40 

390 

31.12 

6 

0.48 

Total 

7,473 

5,082 

68.00 

2,318 

31.02 

73 

0.98 
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TABLE  III 

Infestation  with  Vermin 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the  school  nurses 

or  other  authorised  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40,199 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  ...  ...  495 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices 

were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Education  Act,  1944) ...  314 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  orders 

were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education  Act,  1944)...  ...  ...  2 


TABLE  IV 


Group  1 — Diseases  of  the  Skin 
(excluding  uncleanliness  for  which  see  Table  III) 


Number  of  cases 

treated  or  under  treatment 

during  i 

the  year 

by 

the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Ringworm;  (i)  Scalp 



Not  available 

(ii)  Body- 

— 

Scabies 

7 

Impetigo 

134 

Other  skin  diseases  ... 

163 

181 

Total 

304 

181 

Group  2 — Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint 


Number  of  cases  dealt 

wi 

ith 

by 

the  Authority 

Otherwise 

External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of  refraction  and 

squint  ... 

221 

Not  available 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint) 

— 

617  Eye  Hos. 

641  Schl.  Cl. 

Total 

221 

1,258 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were 

{a)  Prescribed 

— 

820 

[h]  Obtained... 

— 

761 
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Group  3 — Diseases  and  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 


Received  operative  treatment: 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 
(&)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsilitis 
(c)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  ... 
Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

Total 

Number  of  c 

:ases  treated 

by 

the  Authority 

Otherwise 

164 

43 

894 

117 

20 

164 

1,074 

Group  4. — Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 

{a)  Number  treated  as  in-patients  in  hospitals... 

(6)  Number  treated  otherwise,  e.g.  in  clinics  or  out- 
patient departments  ... 

Number  of  ( 

:ases  treated 

— 

13 

by 

the  Authority 

Otherwise 

1,060 

217 

Group  Child  Guidance  Treatment 

Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child  Guidance  Clinics 

Number  of  cases  treated 

in  the 
Authority’s 
Child  Guidance 
Clinics 

Elsewhere 

112 

Not  available 

Group  6 — speech  Therapy 

Number  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech  Therapists 

Number  of  ( 

:ases  treated 

by 

the  Authority 

Otherwise 

302 

Not  available 

Group  1 — Other  Treatment  Given 

[а)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments 

(б)  Other  than  («)  above  (specify) : 

1 . Orthoptic 

2.  Appendicetomy 

3.  Asthma 

4.  Urinary  infections 
.5.  Minor  conditions 

Total 

Number  of  ( 

:ases  treated 

by 

the  Authority 

Otherwise 

1,955 

Not  available 

216 

15 

2 

3 

37 

1,955 

i 

273 

■ 


